North Cowichan Wildfire Mitigation Project

Wildfire Development Permit Area
WHAT’S HAPPENING?
The Municipality of North Cowichan is working
on wildfire mitigation projects throughout the
Municipality. This includes developing a Wildfire
Development Permit Area for high risk areas in the
Municipality. Wildfire Development Permit areas are a
common tool used by communities throughout British
Columbia to reduce wildfire risk.

WHAT IS A WILDFIRE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA?
Wildfire Development Permit Areas are a tool that
identifies high wildfire risk areas and provide guidelines
for development in these areas using FireSmart Principles.
Wildfire development permit areas are becoming more
common in BC as a critical tool to reduce wildfire risk. This
tool allows municipalities to work with private property
owners in highest risk areas within the Wildland Urban
Interface to increase wildfire resilience at the time of
development.

KEY DEFINITIONS
Wildland Urban Interface:
the area where developed land meets
undeveloped forests and vegetation,
which can act as fuel for wildfires. There
are two types: interface and intermix.
Interface: where continuous urban
development directly abuts forest
Intermix: where buildings are closely
placed within and among trees.

CREATING THE WILDFIRE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA

Radiant heat and ember ignition contributing to wildfire risk on private property.

APPLYING THE WILDFIRE PERMIT AREA
1. Map the high risk area where the development permit
will apply.
2. Develop guidelines that will apply to properties
undergoing development. Guidelines will determine
appropriate construction materials and landscaping for
reducing wildfire risks.
3. Determine the requirements for properties within the
development permit areas applying for a development
permit.

North Cowichan is in a unique position
to manage and reduce wildfire risk with
ownership of the Municipal Forest Reserve.
The Municipal Forest Reserve will remain
forested long term, meaning that housing
located near the Reserve will remain in the
interface. Ensuring areas that interface with
this forest are resilient will be critical to the
overall resilience of the community.

FOR MORE INFO
Find out more about North Cowichan’s
wildfire mitigation project at
northcowichan.ca/wildfire, visit the
interactive project page to explore
more about the project, or learn more
about FireSmart at firesmartbc.ca

