North Cowichan Wildfire Mitigation Project

Fuel Management Prescriptions
WHAT’S HAPPENING?
The Municipality of North Cowichan is creating Fuel
Management Prescriptions to reduce fire risk within
forest adjacent communities. The Prescriptions will
aim to reduce wildfire threat without adversely
impacting other existing impo;rtant biological,
cultural, and other values in the area.

WHAT IS A FUEL MANAGEMENT
PRESCRIPTION?

KEY RISK FACTORS
The likelihood of severe wildfire
depends on vegetation type, weather
conditions, and topography. The only
factor that can be altered is the type of
vegetation, or fuel.

A Fuel Management Prescription is a comprehensive
plan to manage fuel in a selected forest, which can
eventually be implemented in one or more treatments.
They do not involve physical alteration to the forest until
implementation. Each prescription identifies the current
wildfire threat and strategies to reduce the threat with
the goal of reducing wildfire threat. The prescriptions
also provide strategies to protect ecological, recreational,
social, cultural, and spiritual value.
Pre fuel management

STRATEGIES USED IN A
PRESCRIPTION
Post fuel management

1. Thinning to remove smaller, flammable trees
2. Pruning to remove the lower branches
3. Debris management to reduce forest floor
debris
4. Tree removal of diseased, dead, or dying
trees

Top - a high risk forest identified for fuel management. A Fuel
Management Prescription was developed to plan treatments and
Bottom - the forest after treatment.

REDUCING WILDFIRE RISK
The 2020 Community Wildfire Protection Plan identified several
areas where fuel accumulations and distribution was driving
elevated wildfire risk. These are areas where altering the fuel
characteristics with the strategies listed above could reduce the
wildfire risk. By strategically altering fuel characteristics, we can
considerably reduce wildfire risk.

FOR MORE INFO
Find out more about North
Cowichan’s wildfire mitigation
project at northcowichan.ca/
wildfire, visit the interactive
project page to explore
more about the project, or
learn more about FireSmart at
firesmartbc.ca

