Welcome!
The Open House is set up with information panels on
one side of the room and flip charts where you can
record your feedback on another side.
Staff and Councillors are here to listen and answer questions.

Please complete an evaluation form before you leave!

Bell McKinnon and the
Official Community Plan
The 2011 Official Community Plan (OCP) is a Municipal policy document
that sets the community vision and values that will guide decisionmaking about our future direction.
The OCP places the Bell McKinnon area within the
Urban Containment Boundaries, which designates it
as a growth centre over the next 20 years.
A growth centre is an urban area that provides municipal services, commercial activities, and other facilities
that are the foundation of community.
The UCB cannot be altered without an amendment to
the Official Community Plan.

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
The goal of a Neighbourhood Plan is to provide guidance for growth, change,
and development within a specific geographic area.
A Neighbourhood Plan is an important tool to evaluate residential and commercial development proposals, locations for future growth and density, and to set
priorities for service and infrastructure upgrades.
When complete, the Bell McKinnon Neighbourhood Plan will identify:





Appropriate land uses,
Transportation networks and standards
(including roads, sidewalks, bike lanes, and transit
routes), and
Requirements to extend Municipal infrastructure
and services.

How does the New Regional Hospital Fit In?
The Cowichan Valley Regional Hospital
District (CVRHD) has applied to the
Municipality to rezone 6751, 6771 and 6793
Bell McKinnon Road to facilitate future
construction of a new hospital.
These three properties are currently zoned R1
(Residential Rural). The application is to rezone them for institutional development.

The CVRHD’s rezoning application is being considered by the Municipality at the
same time the neighbourhood plan is being developed. It is expected that
Council will be presented with recommendations from Municipal staff on the
Neighbourhood Plan and the CVRHD’s rezoning application by July 31, 2016.
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What Could Growth Look Like?
North Cowichan supports smart growth. This includes:


Directing growth to designated areas (i.e. within the Urban
Containment Boundaries);



Planning for appropriate densities within each growth centre;



Designing for walkability and proximity to transit; and



Preserving special neighbourhood characteristics and
community spaces.

What does smart growth look like to you?

Municipal Services and Transportation
Current state of Municipal services and infrastructure in the Bell McKinnon Area:


Most properties have access to Municipal water;



Most properties have access to Municipal stormwater;



A handful of properties have access to Municipal sanitary services (i.e. sewer);



Roads are built to rural standards with little pedestrian/cycling infrastructure; and



No public transit.

As part of the Neighbourhood Planning process, Municipal staff are conducting a
servicing and infrastructure study. The study will determine:


Whether existing water and sanitary systems can be extended and support growth;



What road, sidewalk, and other transportation network upgrades are needed;



Review of whether public transit can be extended to the area.

Preliminary Concept A
Low Density Zoning

Preliminary Concept B
Medium Density Zoning

Preliminary Concept C
Mixed Use/Urban Density Zoning

What Does Low Density Look Like?

What Does Medium Density Look Like?

What Does Commercial Use Look Like?

What Does Mixed-Use/Urban Density
Look Like?

What’s Next?
 Staff will compile the public feedback received to-

day and use it to inform the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
 The draft Neighbourhood Plan will be made

available online for public comment in May 2016.

Watch For:
 A summary of “What we heard” at today’s open house (to be posted

soon on www.northcowichan/bellmckinnon).
 Notice of when the draft Plan is available for review (early May).
 Info on a second public meeting on the draft Plan (mid-late May).

CONNECT WITH US!
1. Please complete an evaluation form
before you leave!
2. Please use the computer to sign up to
receive email updates on the Bell
McKinnon Neighbourhood Plan.
Thank you for your input.
We’re listening.

SCRAWL WALL
Still have comments? Grab a marker and write.

