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Purpose
The purpose of this report is to present the first draft of the new Zoning Bylaw to Council for
information and direction (ATTACHMENT 1).
Background
The Municipality’s current Zoning Bylaw No. 2950 was adopted in 1997 and has remained largely
unchanged since that time. With the adoption of the Official Community Plan (OCP) in 2011, Staff felt
that a significant update to the Zoning Bylaw was needed to bring force and effect to the Municipality’s
land use management and planning policies. Staff subsequently initiated a bylaw review process that
would ultimately lead to a nearly complete re-write of the existing bylaw, with a new set of zones to
replace the existing ones, more modern regulations that reflect the sustainability and smart growth
principles of the OCP, and a more user-friendly format that it easy to navigate and simple to
understand.
The regulations in the Zoning Bylaw are based on Staff’s interpretation of the Municipality’s policies. It
is important to stress that at this point, what is being presented to Council is a first draft of the Zoning
Bylaw. It is anticipated and expected that the regulations will change over the course of many meetings
with Council and Committees, and through engagement with the public, First Nations and other local
governments and others who have expressed an interest in the bylaw. The content and format of the
bylaw are not ‘set in stone’.
Staff has attempted to draft a Zoning Bylaw that balances the goals of the OCP through the creation of
clear and consistent regulations related to urban and rural growth management. The overarching
theme or motto that Staff have worked under in the development of this bylaw is one that attempts to
create a bylaw that is “FLEXIBLE, SUSTAINABLE and PRACTICAL”.
The Zoning Bylaw is one of the tools available to the Municipality with the potential to have the
greatest influence on how North Cowichan will grow and change over time, since it regulates the
current use and development of land and water. Some of the major changes to the Zoning Bylaw that
could have a significant influence on growth management in the Municipality include the following:
1) Rural Subdivisions – the draft bylaw eliminates the ability to subdivide land beyond the Urban
Containment Boundary (UCB) designated in the OCP, except under exceptional circumstances. This
is accomplished by assigning larger minimum parcel areas to rural zones and is proposed to achieve
the goals of the OCP related to limiting rural sprawl and the continued and incremental
fragmentation and marginalization of rural and agricultural parcels.
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2) Conversely, this directs new population growth and development to the Growth Centres, rather than
the rural areas, which is one of, if not the most important outcome required to achieve the
sustainable community envisioned in the OCP and the Climate Action and Energy Plan (CAEP). In
order to balance the elimination of rural subdivision potential, the bylaw does allow for increased
flexibility on existing parcels in order to allow for, in many cases, second homes on certain parcels,
homes with detached and attached secondary suites, etc. all of which will create option for families
who need to house family members, want to generate rental income, or to provide for farm help.
3) Flexibility for Urban Development – the elimination of rural subdivisions is balanced by more options
and flexibility for residential development inside the UCB. A single residential zone (Growth Centre
Residential One – GCR1) replaces 5 existing residential zones. The GCR1 zone permits single-unit
dwellings, single-unit dwellings with secondary suites (attached or detached), two-unit dwellings, or
2 separate single-unit dwellings, depending on the area of the parcel.
4) Secondary Suites – the GCR1 zone, which covers most of the residential component of the Growth
Centres, permits secondary suites, including attached (inside the principal building) and detached
(in an accessory building – e.g. coach house) depending on the area of the parcel.
5) Agricultural Land Reserve Zone – a new Agriculture – Agricultural Land Reserve (AG-ALR) zone has
been created to match, to the greatest degree possible, the requirements and limitations of the ALC
Act for those properties in the ALR.
6) Mixed Use Commercial Cores – each Growth Centre – University Village, Crofton and Chemainus –
has been assigned a unique zoning to reflect the policies in each area’s Local Area Plan designation.
7) Water Zones – the boundary of the Municipality extends approximately 300 m off-shore. In the
current bylaw, many of these marine areas are zoned using the zoning of the adjoining upland areas
(e.g. Rural (A2)). Four zones have been created to cover all of the marine areas within North
Cowichan, some of which permit private docks, while others do not. The lakes in North Cowichan
are not currently zoned. The draft bylaw includes a Lake (L1) zone to cover the lakes.
8) Subdivision Regulations – the draft bylaw includes provisions for fee simple two-unit dwellings and
rowhouses, which currently do not exist in the Municipality. What this would mean, for example, is
that a rowhouse (3 or more dwelling units joined together in a row) could be subdivided to create
outright ownership for individual units, rather than having to be part of a strata. The bylaw also
includes provisions for parcel area averaging at the subdivision stage in order to provide variability,
as opposed to the monotonous conventional residential subdivision.
9) Reduced Setbacks – most zones, including the GCR1 and agriculture zones, contain reduced
setbacks, which would mean that buildings could be sited closer to parcel lines without the need for
a Development Variance Permit in many instances, subject to meeting the requirements of the BC
Building Code.
10) Reduced Parking Requirements – the off-street parking requirements have been updated to require
fewer parking stalls. The current bylaw’s off-street parking requirements are excessive, given the
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emphasis on promoting and giving priority to active transportation. The bylaw also requires carpool
parking spaces and electric vehicle charging stations for larger parking lots.
11) Urban Agriculture – the draft bylaw permits urban agriculture on all land in the Growth Centres.
Some of the vacant land in the urban areas has agricultural potential and could be used for
producing food in advance of development or re-development.
12) Mobile Vending – the draft bylaw permits mobile food services in all commercial, community
services and industrially zoned areas.
Zones
The following figure shows how land and water is zoned from an area perspective:

NRM
AG-ALR
EST
AG
M4
L
M1
M3
M2
P2
P1
GCR1
RR
GCR3
GCR4
MHR
GCR2
I2
TU
I1
C4
C3
C2
MUCC3
MUCC1
C1
C5
MUCC2
CS1
CS2
CD1
CD3
CD2
CD4
CD5

Inside
UCB
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The draft bylaw contains the following 36 zones:
Zone
Residential Zones
Growth Centre Residential One Zone
Growth Centre Residential Two Zone
Growth Centre Residential Three Zone
Growth Centre Residential Four Zone
Manufactured Home Residential Zone
Rural Residential Zone
Agriculture and Rural Resource Zones
Agriculture – Agricultural Land Reserve Zone
Agriculture Zone
Natural Resource Management Zone
Rural Estate Zone
Commercial Zones
University Village Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone
Crofton Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone
Chemainus Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone
Neighbourhood Commercial Zone
General Commercial Zone
Highway Service Commercial Zone
Recreation Commercial Zone
Marine Upland Commercial Zone
Industrial and Infrastructure Zones
Light Industrial Zone
Heavy Industrial Zone
Transportation and Utilities Zone
Community Services Zones
Community Services Zone
Community Services – Health Care Zone
Park Zones
Recreation Park Zone
Natural Park Zone
Water Zones
Marine Access Zone
Marine Transportation Zone
Marine Industrial Zone
Marine Resource Zone
Lake Zone
Comprehensive Development Zones
The Cliffs Comprehensive Development Zone
Artisan Village Comprehensive Development Zone
Stonehill Comprehensive Development Zone
Maple Bay School Comprehensive Development Zone
Multiple-Unit Comprehensive Development Zone
Ground-Oriented Urban Residential Comprehensive Development Zone

Designation

Area
(ha)

Percentage
(%)

GCR1
GCR2
GCR3
GCR4
MHR
RR

830.2
10.7
59.5
42.4
37.5
420.2

3.99
0.05
0.29
0.20
0.18
2.02

AG-ALR
AG
NRM
EST

5,436.6
830.7
8,148
1,220.7

26.14
3.99
39.17
5.87

MUCC1
MUCC2
MUCC3
C1
C2
C3
C4
C5

6.6
2.7
8.2
7.7
33.7
49.6
129.7
5.0

0.03
0.01
0.04
0.04
0.16
0.24
0.62
0.02

I1
I2
TU

52.9
515.5
172.3

0.25
2.48
0.83

CS1
CS2

177.0
5.2

0.85
0.02

P1
P2

113.1
422.8

0.54
2.03

M1
M2
M3
M4
L1

225.7
29.1
183.5
1,015.1
427.8

1.09
0.14
0.88
4.88
2.06

CD1
CD2
CD3
CD4
CD5
CD6

114.4
13.3
52.6
0.7
0.1
0.1

0.55
0.06
0.25
0.00
0.00
0.00
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Approximately 5.2% of the Municipality’s land area would facilitate urban residential development
under the provisions of the draft bylaw, while approximately 87.7% of the Municipality’s land area is
zoned either park or a rural zoning that does not permit urban residential development or further
subdivision. Staff believe that the policies of the OCP seek a strong distinction between land inside the
UCB that is available for urban development and land outside the UCB that is protected or that cannot
be further subdivided.
Discussion
The draft Zoning Bylaw is both simpler and contains fewer regulations than the existing bylaw. Through
its collective experiences in North Cowichan and in other jurisdictions, the Municipality’s Planning staff
has had an opportunity to see what works and what does not work in a Zoning Bylaw. There are many
instances where a regulation is created with good intentions or in anticipation of something going
wrong in the future. In many instances, such regulations are either never used or create unnecessary
barriers at the development stage, which could require time-consuming and resource-draining Zoning
Bylaw Amendment and Development Variance Permit applications.
Staff has, to the degree possible, eliminated unnecessary and cumbersome regulations to facilitate
more stream-lined land use and development processes. Staff does not feel that this approach
compromises good planning principles or the goals of the OCP. Instead, the draft bylaw facilitates
many of the Municipality’s policy objectives and allows Staff to work with owners and developers to find
creative solutions for developing land in the Growth Centres.
There are new features of the draft bylaw that require additional policy considerations, such as urban
agriculture and mobile food services. While Staff believes that these uses are good for North Cowichan,
they should not be adopted without having policies in place to address potential community concerns
(e.g. business license fairness and liability implications). Throughout this process, Staff will bring
forward an analysis of the options for the policies that must accompany certain Zoning Bylaw
regulations prior to being adopted.
Development Permit Guidelines
The Development Permit Guidelines currently form part of the existing Zoning Bylaw. The guidelines
are proposed to be removed from the Zoning Bylaw and placed in the OCP. When the guidelines were
created in 2011, it was believed that if they needed to be amended, it would be easier to do so if they
were attached to the Zoning Bylaw rather than the OCP. However, the guidelines have not required an
amendment since 2011, so Staff believes it is appropriate to put the guidelines back in the OCP, which
also contains the Development Permit Area designations.
Communications and Engagement
The next step in the Zoning Bylaw review process will include releasing the draft bylaw to the public for
review and feedback. A project webpage has been created, which will be updated as the review process
continues. Communication and engagement for this project will generally include the following:
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1) A series of community meetings in the Fall of 2016 in Chemainus, Crofton, Maple Bay and the South
End / University Village.
2) Referrals to the community associations and the development community.
3) Referrals to provincial and federal ministries and agencies.
4) Referrals to adjacent local governments.
5) Engagement with First Nations, including presentations and meetings.
Implications
The draft bylaw still requires a considerable amount of work, including the addition of explanatory
diagrams and images, which will help clarify the regulations. At this point in time, the draft bylaw is
being presented to Council for information and direction only, not official bylaw readings by Council.
Once the draft bylaw has been revised to reflect Council’s general direction and support, community
input and a legal review, a final bylaw can be presented to Council for consideration of bylaw readings
and adoption. This is not anticipated to occur until early 2017.
Recommendation
That Council receive the draft Zoning Bylaw for information.
Attachments:
1.

Draft Zoning Bylaw
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The Corporation of the District of North Cowichan
Zoning Bylaw
Bylaw 3650
The Council of The Corporation of the District of North Cowichan enacts as follows:

PART 1 – ADMINISTRATION
Division 1 – Administration
Severability
(1)

If any provision of this Bylaw is for any reason held to be invalid by a decision of a court of
competent jurisdiction, that provision must be severed and the remainder of this Bylaw
must continue in full force and effect.
General Compliance

(2)

No person may use, occupy or permit a person to use or occupy land, water, a building or
a structure in contravention of this Bylaw.

(3)

Nothing in this Bylaw relieves any person from the responsibility to comply with other
legislation that applies to matters regulated in this Bylaw.

(4)

Every use of land, water, buildings and structures permitted in a zone must conform to all
the regulations of the applicable zone and all regulations of this Bylaw.
Violation

(5)

A person who contravenes this Bylaw, or who allows or permits any act in contravention of
this Bylaw, or who fails to do or refrains from doing any act or thing required by this
Bylaw, commits an offence and is liable to the penalties imposed under this Bylaw.

(6)

Each day that a contravention of this Bylaw exists constitutes a separate offence.

Part 1
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Penalty
(7)

A person who contravenes this Bylaw commits an offence punishable on summary
conviction and is liable to a fine of not less than $1,000.
Non-Conforming Uses and Siting

(8)

Non-conforming uses and siting are regulated in accordance with the Local Government
Act.
Zone Boundaries

(9)

The zoning adjacent to a highway or a lane applies to the highway or lane.

(10) Where a highway or lane forms a zone boundary, the zoning extends to the centreline of
the highway or lane.
Bylaw Amendments
(11) A person may apply to amend of this Bylaw by submitting
(a)
(b)

a complete application in the form and manner prescribed by the Director of
Development Services, and
the fee prescribed by the Fees Bylaw.

(12) Amendments to this Bylaw must be consistent with Official Community Plan Bylaw 3450.
Schedules
(13) All schedules attached to the Bylaw form part of the Bylaw.
Interpretation
(14) A term that is italicized in this Bylaw, other than legislation, is defined in Schedule 1 of this
Bylaw.
(15) The intent section in each zone is provided for information only and does not form part of
the Bylaw.
(16) Diagrams and illustrations in this Bylaw are provided only as examples to illustrate a
regulation or term, and are not exclusive, exhaustive or restrictive, nor do they form part of
the Bylaw.
(17) References to zones in this Bylaw that are listed only by the zone designation mean the
Part 1
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same as the zone listed by its full title and number.
(18) All dimensions and measurements in this Bylaw are expressed in the Standard
Interpretation Units (metric) system as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

hectares (ha)
metres (m)
millimetres (mm)
percent (%)
square metres (m2)
litres (L)
kilograms (kg)

Agricultural Land Reserve
(19) Land in the Agricultural Land Reserve is subject to the Agricultural Land Commission Act.
(20) A parcel that is in the Agricultural Land Reserve and is not zoned Agriculture – Agricultural
Land Reserve (AG-ALR) in this Bylaw is subject to the Agricultural Land Commission Act.
(21) Where a parcel is zoned Agriculture – Agricultural Land Reserve (AG-ALR) in this Bylaw and
contains land that is not in the Agricultural Land Reserve, use of that land is not subject to
the Agricultural Land Commission Act, and when the AG-ALR zone requires Agricultural
Land Commission approval to carry out a use, such approval is not required for land that is
not in the Agricultural Land Reserve.
Subdivisions
(22) Under the Local Government Act, the Approving Officer for the Municipality of North
Cowichan may exempt a parcel from meeting the minimum parcel frontage requirements
in this Bylaw.

Part 1
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Division 2 – Establishment of Zones
(23) For the purposes of this Bylaw, North Cowichan is divided into the following zones, as
designated in Schedule 2 of this Bylaw:
Residential Zones
Growth Centre Residential One Zone
Growth Centre Residential Two Zone
Growth Centre Residential Three Zone
Growth Centre Residential Four Zone
Manufactured Home Residential Zone
Rural Residential Zone

Part 1

GCR1
GCR2
GCR3
GCR4
MHR
RR

Agriculture and Rural Resource Zones
Agriculture – Agricultural Land Reserve Zone
Agriculture Zone
Natural Resource Management Zone
Rural Estate Zone

AG-ALR
AG
NRM
EST

Commercial Zones
University Village Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone
Crofton Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone
Chemainus Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone
Neighbourhood Commercial Zone
Town Centre Commercial Zone
Highway Service Commercial Zone
Recreation Commercial Zone
Marine Upland Commercial Zone

MUCC1
MUCC2
MUCC3
C1
C2
C3
C4
C5

Industrial and Infrastructure Zones
Light Industrial Zone
Heavy Industrial Zone
Transportation and Utilities

I1
I2
TU

Community Services Zones
Community Services Zone
Community Services – Health Care Zone

CS1
CS2

Park Zones
Recreation Park Zone
Natural Park Zone

P1
P2
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Part 1

Water Zones
Marine Access Zone
Marine Transportation Zone
Marine Industrial Zone
Marine Resource Zone
Lake Zone

M1
M2
M3
M4
L1

Comprehensive Development Zones
The Cliffs Comprehensive Development Zone
Artisan Village Comprehensive Development Zone
Stonehill Comprehensive Development Zone
Maple Bay School Comprehensive Development Zone
Multiple-Unit Comprehensive Development Zone
Ground-Oriented Urban Residential Comprehensive Development Zone

CD1
CD2
CD3
CD4
CD5
CD6
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 1 – Land and Water Uses

PART 2 – GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 1 – Land and Water Uses
Uses Permitted in All Zones
(1)

The following are permitted in all zones:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

(2)

Accessory buildings
Accessory structures
Transportation corridors,
Trails, and
Utilities.

Above ground storage of flammable and combustible products, when accessory to
industrial or commercial land uses, is permitted for use on all parcels where the total
storage capacity does not exceed 23,000 L.
Accessory Uses

(3)

Accessory uses, buildings or structures are permitted in every land-based zone if
(a)
(b)

(4)

Despite the minimum setbacks specified in each zone, one accessory building or structure
may be sited within 1 m of a rear parcel line if
(a)
(b)
(c)

(5)

a principal use occurs on the parcel, or
a building for a principal use has been constructed, or is in the process of being
constructed, on the parcel through an active building permit.

the accessory building or structure has a gross floor area less than 10 m2,
the accessory building or structure is placed directly on the ground or on nonpermanent foundation blocks or footings, and
the height of the accessory building or structure does not exceed 3 m.

Small wind energy systems and solar collectors are permitted accessory structures in all
zones, but must be at least 4 m from all parcel lines and residential buildings.
Water Uses

(6)

Part 2

Marinas providing moorage to float homes must comply with all requirements set out in
the British Columbia Float Home Standards.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 1 – Land and Water Uses
(7)

Marinas providing moorage to float homes must be equipped with a sewage collection
system that is permanently connected to a sewage treatment system approved under
applicable provincial and federal legislation.

(8)

Marinas providing moorage to live-aboard vessels must be equipped with a sewage
collection system that is permanently connected to a sewage treatment system approved
under applicable provincial and federal legislation, and a sanitary pump station that is
permanently connected to the sewage collection system and is equipped with a sewage
holding tank for the temporary storage of sewage that complies with Division 4 of the
Vessel Pollution and Dangerous Chemical Regulation of the Canada Shipping Act.

(9)

Float homes must be constructed, used and moored in accordance with the British
Columbia Float Home Standards and the British Columbia Building Code.

(10) Float homes must be permanently connected to a sewage collection system approved
under applicable provincial and federal legislation.
(11) Live-aboard vessels must be moored at a marina that provides access to a sanitary pump
station that is available for use at all times.
(12) Derelict vessels are prohibited in all marine zones.
(13) All structures extending below the present natural boundary of a waterbody must be fully
contained in the boundaries of a water approval area.
(14) Water access structures must not impede pedestrian access along the foreshore and must
not extend farther into a waterbody than is necessary for water access and moorage at
extreme low tide.
Keeping of Animals
(15) The maximum number of poultry and large animals permitted on a parcel 8,000 m2 or less
in area is as follows:

Animal Type
Poultry
Large Animals

Parcel Area
2

450 ≥ 2,500 m
6
0

2,500 > 4,000 m2
12
0

4,000 ≥ 8,000 m2
12
2

(16) Roosters, cocks, cockerels, peacocks and the like are prohibited on a parcel less than
8,000 m2 in area in the Growth Centres.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 1 – Land and Water Uses
(17) Poultry and large animals may only be kept on a parcel 8,000 m2 or less in area if the
following requirements are met:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

a minimum of 0.37 m2 of space is provided for each poultry animal in an enclosure;
structures housing poultry or large animals are kept clean, dry, free of odours and
free of vermin;
diseased poultry are disposed of in accordance with provincial and federal
legislation;
poultry or large animals are not slaughtered on the parcel; and
manure and waste products are composted or disposed of to prevent odours.

(18) A structure or enclosure that houses large animals must be set back at least 15 m from any
parcel line.
(19) A structure used for the storage of manure must be set back at least 15 m from any parcel
line.
Shipping Containers
(20) Shipping containers may only be placed permanently on a parcel zoned either Light
Industrial (I1) or Heavy Industrial (I2), except that
(a)
(b)

1 shipping container is permitted per parcel zoned Community Services (CS) for use
as an emergency preparedness kiosk, and
1 shipping container is permitted per parcel zoned Community Services (CS) or
Recreation Park (P1) for the storage of tools and maintenance equipment.

(21) Shipping containers may only be placed temporarily on a parcel for the temporary storage
of tools and materials during the construction or maintenance of a utility, building or
structure for which a required building permit has been obtained and remains active, but
the shipping container must be removed prior to Municipal approval of occupancy for the
building permit.
(22) Where shipping containers are a permitted use they may only be placed on a parcel if they
are completely screened from view from any arterial highway.
Secondary Suites
(23) The maximum gross floor area of an attached secondary suite is 90 m2 or 40% of the
habitable gross floor area of the building in which it is located, whichever is less.
(24) The maximum gross floor area of a detached secondary suite is 90 m2.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 1 – Land and Water Uses
(25) Where a detached secondary suite is permitted in the agriculture zones or the Rural
Residential (RR) zone, a mobile home up to 90 m2 in gross floor area is permitted in lieu of
the detached secondary suite.
Temporary Uses
(26) Temporary accommodation in a recreational vehicle is permitted during the construction
or maintenance of a utility, building or structure for which a required building permit has
been obtained and remains active, but the accommodation in the recreational vehicle must
be discontinued before Municipal approval of occupancy for the building permit.
(27) The temporary use of a building as a campaign headquarters for a political candidate is
permitted for the duration of the campaign.
(28) Temporary buildings or structures are permitted as follows:
(a) shelter for construction or maintenance crews;
(b) a sales office for subdivision, provided the office does not exceed a gross floor area of
70 m2;
(c) the storage of materials for the construction or maintenance of any utility, building or
structure for which a required building permit has been obtained and remains active
but the building or structure must be removed before Municipal approval of
occupancy for the building permit.
Mobile Food Service
(29) A mobile food service is permitted only if all of the following requirements are met:
(a) the mobile food service must not replace or impede access to any off-street parking
space required in accordance with this Bylaw;
(b) the mobile food service must not remain overnight on the parcel where the mobile
food service takes place;
(c) the mobile food service must provide garbage and recycling receptacles and remove
all garbage associated with the mobile food service on a daily basis; and
(d) all applicable health and safety permits are posted on the mobile food service.
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Division 2 – Height and Siting

Division 2 – Height and Siting
Fence Height
(1)

Fence height is determined by measuring vertically from either natural grade or finished
grade, whichever is lower, to the highest portion of the fence, and where natural grade is in
question, a professional geotechnical engineer must make the determination.

(2)

Despite the preceding section, where a fence is located on a retaining wall that is at least
1.2 m in height, fence height is measured from finished grade at the top of the retaining
wall for safety purposes.

(3)

The maximum fence height is as follows:

Zones
Residential
Agriculture and Rural
Resource
Commercial
Industrial
Community Services
Park
Comprehensive Development
Zone

Front Yard or
Exterior Side Yard

Rear Yard or
Interior Side Yard

1.2 m

2m

1.2 m

2.4 m

No fence permitted
2m
1.2 m
No maximum

2m
2.4 m
2m
No maximum

1.2 m

2m

(4)

A fence on a parcel zoned residential, commercial, community services or park must not
include barbed wire, razor wire, electric wire, ultra-barrier, or any other material intended
to deter trespass by threat or cause of personal injury to any animal or person who may
come into contact with the fence.

(5)

Swimming pools must be enclosed by a fence between 1.5 m and 1.8 m in height and
designed so that it does not facilitate climbing, and where equipped with self-closing
gates, be operated by hinges and a lock and be able to be opened freely only from the
inside.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 2 – Height and Siting
Building Height
(6)

Building height is calculated as the distance measured vertically from the average finished
grade, recorded at the outermost corners of the building, to the highest part of the
building;
Height Exemptions

(7)

Green building systems, green roofs, solar collectors, and small wind energy systems
(including the blades), spires, belfries, monuments, fire or hose towers, chimneys,
transmission towers, aerials, flagpoles, water tanks, elevators and HVAC systems are
exempt from the maximum height regulations in this Bylaw if
(a)

(b)

(8)

enclosures or structural parts for those structures cover no more than 20% of the
parcel or, if located on a building, not more than 10% of the roof area, with the
exception of a green roof, solar collectors and small wind energy system, and
those structures do not exceed twice the maximum height when they are in a
residential zone, with the exception of small wind energy systems, which can exceed
twice the maximum height.

Where deemed necessary for the construction of a building, as determined by the Building
Official, a guardrail up to 1.07 m in height is not included in the total calculation of fence
height.
Building Separations

(9)

Accessory buildings must be sited at least 1.2 m from a principal dwelling unit, measured
between the foundations of each building.

(10) Detached secondary suites must be sited at least 3 m from a principal dwelling unit,
measured between the foundations of each building.
(11) Float homes must be moored at least 3 m from another float home.
Projections into Yards
(12) The maximum permitted projections into yards are as follows:
Feature
Eave, exterior finish, green wall, gutter, cornice,
sunlight control projection
Chimney
Steps and landing
Part 2
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 2 – Height and Siting
Open deck, porch or veranda
Wheelchair ramp

2m
No minimum setback

(13) Rainwater collecting structures, equipment and apparatus, including rain barrels and
cisterns, that do not require a building permit may be sited within the required building
setbacks
Visibility at Intersections
(14) Where two highways intersect in residential areas, there must be no visual obstruction,
either by buildings, structures or vegetation, to the line of vision between 1 m and 3 m in
an area bounded by the centreline of intersecting parcel lines and a line joining each of
the parcel lines 6 m from their point of intersection.
Future Road Allowances
(15) Setbacks in this Bylaw are measured from the ultimate or future highway or lane right-ofway width for local highways, collector highways and arterial highways designated in the
Official Community Plan, as determined by the Director of Engineering and Operations,
and measured from the centreline of a highway.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 3 – Residential Accessory Businesses

Division 3 – Residential Accessory Businesses
Home-Based Businesses
(1)

No more than 2 home-based businesses are permitted on a parcel.

(2)

A home-based business is limited as follows:
Regulation
Maximum number of nonresident employees
Maximum area of home-based
business (including storage) in
dwelling unit or accessory
building
Maximum area of home-based
business (including storage)
outside
Maximum number of motor
vehicles associated with the
home-based business
Maximum number of customers
at one time

(3)

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

Part 2

Home-Based Business
outside Growth Centre

0

1

50 m2

100 m2

0 m2

100 m2

1

2

1

2

A home-based business must not involve any of the following:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(4)

Home-Based Business
in Growth Centre

Repair service, autobody;
Industry, light;
Industry, heavy;
Retail of goods that are not directly related to the business or produced on the
parcel;
Outdoor storage in the Growth Centres;
Marshaling of motor vehicles;
Odours, vapours, heat, glare, electrical interference, recurring ground vibration that
cross a parcel line;
Noises that exceed what is permitted in the Noise Bylaw.

A home-based business that includes automotive repair service may only take place on a
parcel 4,000 m2 or larger in area.

|

General Regulations
Municipality of North Cowichan Zoning Bylaw – June 2016 (ADMIN DRAFT)

Page 17

26

GENERAL REGULATIONS
Division 3 – Residential Accessory Businesses
Bed and Breakfast
(5)

The operator of a bed and breakfast must be a resident of the dwelling unit containing the
bed and breakfast.

(6)

The maximum number of guest rooms and guests in a bed and breakfast is as follows:
Zone
Residential Zones
Agricultural Zones

(7)

Maximum Number of
Guest Rooms
2
4

Maximum Number of
Guests
4
8

A bed and breakfast is not permitted in a building containing an attached secondary suite
or detached secondary suite.
Community Care

(8)

Community care is subject to the Community Care and Assisted Living Act.

(9)

Community care is only permitted in a single-unit dwelling.
Daycares

(10) No more than 1 daycare is permitted on a parcel.
(11) Daycare is subject to the Community Care and Assisted Living Act.
(12) Daycare is only permitted in a single-unit dwelling, an accessory building and an outdoor
play space.
(13) A daycare is limited to
(a) a maximum of 8 persons attending the daycare
(b) 40% of the gross floor area of the single-unit dwelling and accessory building.
(14) The business license holder of a daycare must be a resident of the parcel containing the
daycare.
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Division 4 – Parking and Loading
Parking and Loading Areas
(1)

Off-street parking must not be obstructed in any way by garbage receptacles, structures,
derelict vehicles, refuse, equipment, or materials which interfere with the ability of the
parking space to serve its function.

(2)

Off-street parking, off-street loading, drive aisles and accesses for all uses except single-unit
dwelling or two-unit dwelling must be hard-surfaced.

(3)

Off-street parking and off-street loading must be provided on the same parcel as the use
for which the off-street parking or off-street loading is required.

(4)

In all commercial zones, except the Highway Service Commercial (C3) zone, off-street
parking is not permitted between the face of a street-oriented principal building and the
front parcel line or exterior side parcel line.

(5)

Where the minimum number of off-street parking spaces is based on the number of seats,
each 0.6 m of pew, bench or other seating counts as one seat.

(6)

Where the minimum number of off-street parking spaces includes a fractional unit, that
fractional unit is considered one off-street parking space.
Minimum Off-Street Parking

(7)

Off-street parking spaces for motor vehicles must be provided as follows:
Permitted Use
Residential
Bed and Breakfast
Community Care
Dwelling, Accessory
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
in a Commercial Core
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit outside
a Commercial Core
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling, Two-Unit
Home-Based Business
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Minimum Number of Off-street Parking Spaces
1 per guest room
1 per 3 resident rooms plus an additional 15% for
visitors
1 per unit
1 per unit plus 0.5 per unit for visitors, up to a
maximum of 1.5 per unit
1.5 per unit plus an additional 15% for visitors
2 per unit
2 per unit
4
1 per business in Growth Centre
2 per business outside Growth Centre
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Division 4 – Parking and Loading
Permitted Use
Manufactured Home
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached
Float Home
Commercial
Commercial Storage
Golf Course
Golf Course – Driving Range
Hotel
Marina
Office
Public Market
Repair Service, Light
Repair Service, Autobody
Repair Service, Automotive
Research Facility
Restaurant
Retail, Light
Retail, Heavy
School, Commercial
Transportation Terminal – Float
Plane Terminal
Industrial
Industry, Light
Industry, Heavy
Transportation Service
Warehouse
Community Services
Community Use
Community Use – Religious
Institution
Cultural Use
Cultural Use – Theatre
Personal Care
Hospital
Recreation, Indoor
School, Academic
Treatment Facility
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Minimum Number of Off-street Parking Spaces
2 per unit
1 per unit
1 per unit
1 per unit
1 per 200 m2 gross floor area
25 per 9 holes
1 per 2 tees
1 per sleeping unit
1 per 2 watercraft berths plus 20 watercraft trailer
spaces for each boat launch.
1 per 35 m2 gross floor area
2 spaces per vendor
1 space per 35 m2 gross floor area
4 per service bay
4 per service bay
1 per 35 m2 gross floor area
1 per 4 seats
1 per 30 m2 gross floor area
1 per 70 m2 gross floor area
1 per 20 m2 gross floor area
3 per float plane berth
1 per 100 m2 gross floor area
1 per 100 m2 gross floor area
1 per 100 m2 gross floor area
1 per 200 m2 gross floor area
1 per 10 m2 gross floor area
1 per 10 seats
1 per 30 m2 gross floor area
1 per 4 seats
1 per 30 m2 gross floor area
1.5 per 3 beds
1 per 10 m2 gross floor area
10 plus 5 spaces per classroom
1 per 30 m2 gross floor area
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(8)

Residential, commercial, industrial or community services uses must install
(a)
(b)

(9)

1 carpool parking space for every 30 required off-street parking spaces, and
1 Level-2 electric vehicle charging station for every 100 required off-street parking
spaces.

The minimum dimensions of the required off-street parking spaces for motor vehicles are
as follows:
Large Vehicle Parking
Dimension
Space Width
Space Length
Aisle Width – One Way
Aisle Width – Two Way

Parallel
2.8 m
6.7 m
4m
6m

Parking Angle
45°
60°
2.6 m
2.6 m
5.8 m
5.8 m
4m
5.2 m
6m
6m

90°
2.6 m
5.8 m
6m
7.6 m

(10) Despite the preceding section, the minimum dimensions for up to 40% of the required offstreet parking spaces for motor vehicles may be reduced as follows:
Small Vehicle Parking
Dimension
Space Width
Space Length
Aisle Width – One Way
Aisle Width – Two Way

Parallel
2.8 m
5m
4m
6m

Parking Angle
45°
60°
2.6 m
2.6 m
4.6 m
4.6 m
4m
5.2 m
6m
6m

90°
2.6 m
4.6 m
6m
7.6 m

(11) Watercraft trailer spaces must be a minimum of 3 m wide and 12 m long.
Accessible Parking
(12) Five percent of the required minimum number of off-street parking spaces must be
accessible parking and constructed to the following standards:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
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minimum width of 3.7 m;
have an asphalt or concrete slip-resistant surface with a slope of less than 2%;
provision of an access space adjacent to the off-street parking space that is 1.2 m in
width;
marked by a painted wheelchair symbol on the pavement and signage in accordance
with the Motor Vehicle Act;
constructed and located to allow convenient access to the entrance of a building or
use for which the spaces are provided.
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Bicycle Parking
(13) Bicycle parking must be provided as follows:
Minimum Number of Bicycle Parking Spaces
Short Term Bicycle
Long Term Bicycle
Parking
Parking
(Visitor/Client/Customer) (Residential/Employee)
1 per 5 units
1 per unit
1 per 5 units
1 per unit
2
1 per 200 m , up to a
1 per 200 m2, up to a
maximum of 20 spaces
maximum of 20 spaces
2
1 per 200 m , up to a
1 per 200 m2, up to a
maximum of 20 spaces
maximum of 20 spaces
1 per 200 m2, up to a
0
maximum of 10 spaces

Use

Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse – Strata
Commercial
Community Services
Industrial
(14) Short term bicycle parking must
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

be less than 15 m from a principal building entrance,
be visible from the principal building entrance,
be provided in racks, permanently anchored,
be well-lit, and
not obstruct pedestrian circulation.

(15) Long term bicycle parking must
(a)
(b)

be provided in a secure bicycle storage area with bicycle racks or lockers, which is
independently accessible only to residents or employees of the building, and
be located in close proximity and with access to building entrances.

Minimum Off-Street Loading
(16) Off-street loading must be provided for commercial buildings as follows:
Minimum Number of Off-Street
Loading Spaces

Gross Floor Area
2

Less than 1,000 m
1,000 – 2,000 m2
Greater than 2,000 m2
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Minimum Dimensions

1 per commercial building
1 per commercial building
2 per commercial building
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2.6 m
3m
3m

Length
5.8 m
12 m
12 m
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(17) Despite the preceding section, if a parcel contains multiple commercial buildings, the
minimum number of off-street loading spaces for all commercial buildings with a gross
floor area less than 1,000 m2 may be reduced to 1 in total.

Commercial and Derelict Vehicles
(18) Wrecking or storage of derelict vehicles or more than 2 unlicensed motor vehicles is
prohibited, except where specifically permitted in a zone.
(19) Residentially-zoned land in a Growth Centre with an area less than 2500 m2 must not be
used for parking, storing or repairing a commercial watercraft or commercial vehicle which
has, or at any time has had, a licensed gross vehicle weight greater than 8,500 kg, as
indicated on a present or past commercial vehicle registration.
(20) Parking or storage of motor vehicles for a single unit dwelling must not exceed a combined
total of 4 motor vehicles or watercraft, and parking or storage of motor vehicles for a twounit dwelling must not exceed a combined total of 6 motor vehicles or watercraft.
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Division 5 – Landscaping, Screening and Site Features
Landscaping
(1)

A landscape area must be provided and maintained along all parcel frontages of land
zoned commercial, industrial, multiple-unit residential or institutional, as follows:
Minimum Width of
Landscape Area

Minimum Percentage of Plants
in a Landscape Area

Local Highway

1m

50%

Collector Highway

2m

30%

Arterial Highway

3m

10%

Road Type

(2)

The minimum percentage of plants required for landscape area must be applied separately
to each landscape area and measured using the canopy cover of trees and ground cover
of shrubs and grasses at maturity.

(3)

At least 50% of the surface area of each landscape area must be comprised of permeable
materials.

(4)

A curb or other similar barrier must be installed between a landscape area and an
adjoining parking area on the same parcel.

(5)

All plant species in a landscape area must be drought-tolerant and non-invasive.

(6)

A performance bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or other financial guarantee satisfactory
to the Municipality in an amount equal to 100% of the cost of landscaping is required to
be submitted prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit.
Screening

(7)

On all industrially-zoned parcels, a minimum 5 m wide buffer must be established adjacent
to residentially-zoned parcels for screening.

(8)

On all commercially-zoned parcels, a minimum 3 m wide buffer must be established
adjacent to residentially-zoned parcels for screening.

(9)

Required screening on parcels with industrial or commercial zoning must be comprised of
both fencing and plants along the entire length of the screen buffer.

(10) All rooftop mechanical and electrical equipment must be fully screened from view from a
highway.
Part 2
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Recycling and Garbage Storage Facilities
(11) All commercial, industrial, institutional or multiple-unit residential buildings must provide a
recycling and garbage collection facility that is fully screened and accessible from a
driveway or lane as follows
Lighting
(12) All commercial, industrial or multi-unit residential buildings must provide adequate
lighting to ensure safety from all entry and exit locations of a building, travel routes to and
from and in the parking lot, and must be designed so light pollution is at a minimum and
glare or spill onto nearby parcels does not occur.
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Division 6 – Natural Areas and Hazards
Riparian Area Protection
(1)

Development must be set back at least 30 m from the present natural boundary of the
Cowichan River and the Chemainus River, except that where the river ravine is greater than
60 m wide, development must be set back at least 10 m from the top-of-ravine-bank on
either side of the river ravine.

(2)

Development must be set back at least 15 m from the present natural boundary of all
watercourses and waterbodies other than the Cowichan River or the Chemainus River,
except that where the watercourse ravine is greater than 60 m wide, development must be
set back 10 m from the top-of-ravine-bank on either side of the watercourse ravine.

(3)

Despite the preceding section, for watercourses or waterbodies other than the sea that are
not subject to the Riparian Areas Regulation, as determined by a Qualified Environmental
Professional, development must be set back at least 7.5 m from the present natural
boundary of the watercourse or waterbody.
Flood Protection

(4)

The map in Schedule 3 of this Bylaw shows the designated flood plain.

(5)

The flood construction level is as follows:
(a) as specified on the designated flood plain map in Schedule 3;
(b) shown on the floodplain area map designated pursuant to the Canada/British
Columbia Floodplain Mapping Agreement (1988) for the Chemainus River;
(c) 3 m above the present natural boundary of the Chemainus River and Cowichan River
where not identified in (a) or (b) above;
(d) elevation 27.4 m (Geological Survey of Canada datum) surrounding Quamichan Lake;
(e) 1.5 m above the present natural boundary of a watercourse of waterbody;
(f) not lower than 0.6 m above the 200-year flood level as determined by a qualified
professional engineer.

(6)

Part 2

The underside of any floor system, or the top of any pad supporting any space or room,
including a manufactured home, that is used for a dwelling unit, business or the storage of
goods that are susceptible to damage by floodwater must be above the flood construction
level.
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Division 1 – Growth Centre Residential One Zone

GCR1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Growth Centre Residential One (GCR1) zone is to permit single-unit
dwellings, two-unit dwellings, attached secondary suites and detached secondary suites on a
variety of parcel sizes in the Growth Centres.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the GCR1 zone, the uses permitted in the
GCR1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit (COU 1)
Dwelling, Two-Unit (COU 2)

Accessory Uses
Bed and Breakfast
Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached (COU 1)

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the GCR1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Density
Garage Access

Regulation
35% for the principal building
40% for all buildings and structures combined, except that
the maximum parcel coverage may be increased to 45%
for a detached secondary suite.
2 dwelling units
Where a parcel abuts a lane, motor vehicle access to a
garage must be from the lane.

Principal Building
Maximum Height
Front
Rear
Minimum
Parcel Line
Side, Interior
Setback

9m
4m
6m
1.5 m, except that where the dwelling units in a two unit
dwelling are separated by a party wall, the minimum
setback from the interior side parcel line separating the
dwelling units is 0 m.
Side, Exterior 3 m
Minimum Garage Setback
6 m where the garage door is facing a highway.
Accessory Building or Structure
Part 3
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Maximum Height
Minimum
Parcel Line
Setback

Front
Rear
Side, Interior
Side, Exterior

5 m, or
7.5 m for a detached secondary suite above a garage
4m
1.2 m
1.2 m
3m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the GCR1 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Maximum Parcel Area
Parcel Area Averaging
Minimum Parcel Frontage
Parcel Frontage Averaging
Minimum Parcel Depth

Regulation
450 m2
900 m2
The minimum parcel area may be reduced by up to 30%
if the average parcel area in the subdivision is at least
450 m2.
15 m
The minimum parcel frontage may be reduced by up to
30% if the average parcel frontage in the subdivision is at
least 15 m.
25 m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the GCR1 zone are as follows:
(1) A parcel area of at 800 m2 is required for 2 detached single-unit dwellings.
(2) A parcel area of at least 600 m2 is required for a two-unit dwelling or a detached
secondary suite.
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Division 2 – Growth Centre Residential Two Zone

GCR2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Growth Centre Residential Two (GCR2) zone is to permit single-unit
dwellings on small parcels in the Growth Centres.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the GCR2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the GCR2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Density
Garage Access
Principal Building
Maximum Height
Front
Rear
Minimum
Side, Interior
Parcel Line
Setback
Side, Exterior

Regulation
45%
1 dwelling unit
Where a parcel abuts a lane, motor vehicle access to a
garage must be from the lane.
9m
4m
6m
1.5 m

Where the parcel width is less than 10 m, the
minimum setback on one side may be reduced
to 1.5 m if the setback on the other side is at
3m
least 3 m.
Minimum Garage Setback
6 m where the garage door is facing a highway.
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Front
5m
Minimum
Rear
1.2 m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 1.2 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m

Part 3

|

Residential Zones
Municipality of North Cowichan Zoning Bylaw – June 2016 (ADMIN DRAFT)

Page 30

39

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the GCR2 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Maximum Parcel Area
Parcel Area Averaging
Minimum Parcel Frontage
Parcel Frontage Averaging
Minimum Parcel Depth

Part 3

|

Regulation
250 m2
400 m2
The minimum parcel area may be reduced by up to 30%
if the average parcel area in the subdivision is at least
250 m2.
10 m
The minimum parcel frontage may be reduced by up to
30% if the average parcel frontage in the subdivision is at
least 10 m.
20 m
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Division 3 – Growth Centre Residential Three Zone

GCR3

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Growth Centre Residential Three (GCR3) zone is to permit a range of
housing types that can accommodate a variety of building forms up to three storeys in the
Growth Centres.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the GCR3 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling Two-Unit

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the GCR3 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Garage Access

Regulation
35% for the principal building
40% for all buildings and structures combined
0.5:1
Where a parcel abuts a lane, motor vehicle access to a
garage must be from the lane.

Principal Building
Maximum Height
11 m
Front
4m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 1.5 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Minimum Garage Setback
6 m where the garage door is facing a highway.
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Front
4m
Minimum
Parcel Line
Rear
1.2 m
Setback
Side, Interior 1.2 m
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Side, Exterior

3m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the GCR3 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area

Minimum Parcel Area
for Rowhouse Dwelling

Minimum Parcel Frontage

Minimum Parcel Frontage
for Rowhouse Dwelling

Part 3

|

Regulation
600 m2
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
2
250 m
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 exterior
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
2
200 m
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 internal
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
150 m2
with 2 other dwelling units.
15 m
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 exterior
9m
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
7.5 m
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 internal
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
5m
with 2 other dwelling units.

Residential Zones
Municipality of North Cowichan Zoning Bylaw – June 2016 (ADMIN DRAFT)

Page 33

42

Division 4 – Growth Centre Residential Four Zone

GCR4

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Growth Centre Residential Four (GCR4) zone is to permit a mix of housing
types and provide for two-unit dwellings, rowhouse dwellings and multiple-unit dwellings
that can accommodate a variety building forms up to 4 storeys in the Growth Centres.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the GCR4 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling, Two-Unit

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the GCR4 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Garage Access

Regulation
35% for the principal building
40% for all buildings and structures combined
1.5:1
Where a parcel abuts a lane, motor vehicle access to a
garage must be from the lane.

Principal Building
15 m
Maximum Height
9 m in the Crofton Residential Transition Area shown in
Schedule 4.
Front
4m
Minimum
Rear
10 m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Minimum Garage Setback
6 m where the garage door is facing a highway.
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Minimum
Front
4m
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Parcel Line
Setback

Rear
Side, Interior
Side, Exterior

1.2 m
1.2 m
4m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the GCR4 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area

Minimum Parcel Area
for Rowhouse Dwelling

Minimum Parcel Frontage

Minimum Parcel Frontage
for Rowhouse Dwelling

Part 3
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Regulation
600 m2
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
2
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 exterior
250 m
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
2
200 m
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 internal
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
150 m2
with 2 other dwelling units.
15 m
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 exterior
9m
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
7.5 m
with 1 other dwelling unit and has 1 internal
side yard.
for a dwelling unit which shares a party wall
5m
with 2 other dwelling units.
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Division 5 – Manufactured Home Residential Zone

MHR

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Manufactured Home Residential (MHR) zone is to permit dwelling units in
a manufactured home (mobile home or modular home).
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the MHR zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Manufactured Home
Manufactured Home Park
Park Model Trailer

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the MHR zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel or
Manufactured Home Space
Coverage
Minimum Manufactured
Home Space
Minimum Park Model Trailer
Space

Regulation
40% for the principal building
45% for all buildings and structures combined
325 m2
160 m2

1 single-unit dwelling and 1 attached secondary suite plus
the manufactured home park.
Principal Building – Single-Unit Dwelling
Maximum Height
9m
Front
6m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Accessory Building or Structure – Single-Unit Dwelling
Maximum Height
5m
Minimum
Front
4m
Maximum Density
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Rear
1.2 m
Side, Interior 1.2 m
Side, Exterior 4 m
Manufactured Home in Manufactured Home Space
Maximum Height
Front
2m
Minimum
Rear
2m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 1.5 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 1.5 m
Setback

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the MHR zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Area for
each Manufactured Home in
a Manufactured Home Park
Minimum Parcel Frontage
Minimum Parcel Depth

Part 3
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1 ha
325 m2
20 m
30 m
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Division 6 – Rural Residential Zone

RR

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Rural Residential (RR) zone is to permit single unit dwellings and either an
attached secondary suite or detached secondary suite on large parcels in the rural areas
outside of the Growth Centres.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the RR zone, the uses permitted in the RR
zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, General
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit (COU 1)

Accessory Uses
Bed and Breakfast
Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached (COU 2)

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the RR zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage

Regulation
25% for the principal building
30% for all buildings and structures combined
2 dwelling units

Maximum Density
Principal Building
Maximum Height
9m
Front
6m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
7.5 m
Front
4m
Minimum
Rear
1.2 m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 1.2 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 4 m
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Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the RR zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
Minimum Parcel Depth

Regulation
5,000 m2
30 m
60 m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the RR zone are as follows:
(1) A parcel area of at 800 m2 is required for 2 detached single-unit dwellings.
(2) A parcel area of at least 600 m2 is required for a detached secondary suite.
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PART 4 – AGRICULTURE AND RURAL RESOURCE ZONES
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Division 1 – Agriculture – Agricultural Land Reserve Zone

AG-ALR

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Agriculture – Agricultural Land Reserve (AG-ALR) zone is to provide
consistency between the regulations in this Bylaw and the Agricultural Land Commission
Act and Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation, which govern
the use of land in the Agricultural Land Reserve.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the AG-ALR zone, the uses permitted in
the AG-ALR zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, General (COU 1)
Agriculture, Intensive (COU 1)
Agri-Tourism (COU 1)
Agro-Forestry
Aquaculture (COU 1)
Community Care (COU 1,2)
Craft Beverage Processing (COU 1)
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Equestrian Facility (COU 1)
Manufactured Home
Medical Marihuana Production Facility (COU 3)
Natural Resource Management (COU 1)
Pet Boarding

Accessory Uses
Agri-Tourim Accommodation (COU 1)
Bed and Breakfast (COU 1)
Farm Retail Sales (COU 1)
Home-Based Business (COU 1)
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached (COU 2)
Special Event (COU 2)

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the AG-ALR zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage for
Residential Buildings and
Structures

Maximum Density

Part 4
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Regulation
30% for residential buildings and structures on a parcel
less than 5,000 m2 in area
10% for residential buildings and structures on a parcel
at least 5,000 m2 in area
1 single-unit dwelling and 1 attached secondary suite,
and either
(a) 1 manufactured home, up to 9 m in width, for use
by a member of the parcel owner’s immediate
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family, or
(b) 1 dwelling unit that is constructed above an
existing building and that only has 1 level, if the
parcel is classified as a farm under the Assessment
Act,
except that additional dwelling units for farm labour
are permitted if Agricultural Land Commission nonfarm use approval is obtained.
Residential Building or Structure
Maximum Height
9m
Front
6m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 6 m
Any Other Building or Structure
Front
15 m
An agricultural building used for intensive
Minimum
agriculture or where an agricultural building
Rear
5m
Parcel Line
is on a parcel that abuts a residential zone or
Side, Interior 5 m
Setback
Growth Centre boundary, must be set back
Side, Exterior 15 m
an additional 20 m.
Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the AG-ALR zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
50 ha, subject to Agricultural Land Commission
subdivision approval.
200 m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the AG-ALR zone are as follows:
(1) General agriculture, intensive agriculture, agri-tourism, aquaculture, community care,
craft beverage processing, equestrian facility, natural resource management, agritourism accommodation, bed and breakfast, farm retail sales and home-based
business are permitted only if all of the requirements under the Agricultural Land
Commission Act and Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure
Regulation are met.
(2) Community care, detached secondary suite or special events are permitted only if
approval is obtained from the Agricultural Land Commission through an Agricultural
Land Commission non-farm use application.
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|

Agriculture and Rural Resource Zones
Municipality of North Cowichan Zoning Bylaw – June 2016 (ADMIN DRAFT)

Page 42

51

(3) A medical marijuana production facility must be set back at least 90 m from parcel
lines adjoining residentially zoned land and at least 45 m from any other parcel line.
Site-Specific Uses and Regulations
(6)

Uses and regulations apply to the AG-ALR zone on a site-specific basis as follows:
7380 Trans-Canada Highway
Permitted Uses
Agricultural Exhibition and Fairground
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Division 2 – Agriculture Zone

AG

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Agriculture (AG) zone is to permit a broad range of agricultural and
natural resource management uses outside of the Agricultural Land Reserve.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the AG zone, the uses permitted in the AG
zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, General
Agriculture, Intensive (COU 1)
Agri-Tourism
Agro-Forestry
Aquaculture
Community Care
Craft Beverage Processing (COU 2,3)
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Equestrian Facility
Natural Resource Management
Pet Boarding

Accessory Uses
Bed and Breakfast
Farm Retail Sales (COU 4)
Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the AG zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria

Regulation
30% for residential buildings and structures on a parcel
less than 5,000 m2 in area
Maximum Parcel Coverage
10% for residential buildings and structures on a parcel
at least 5,000 m2 in area
Maximum Density
2 dwelling units
Residential Building or Structure
Maximum Height
9m
Front
6m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Any Other Building or Structure
Part 4
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Minimum
Parcel Line
Setback

Front
Rear
Side, Interior

15 m
5m
5m

Side, Exterior

15 m

An agricultural building used for intensive
agriculture or where an agricultural building
is on a parcel that abuts a residential zone or
Growth Centre boundary, must be set back
an additional 20 m.

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the AG zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
25 ha
200 m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the AG zone are as follows:
(1) Intensive agriculture is permitted only if the parcel is at least 5 ha in area.
(2) Craft beverage processing is permitted only if at least 50% of the farm product used
to make the beverages produced each year is grown on the parcel on which the
craft beverage processing is located.
(3) When craft beverage processing contains a beverage service lounge, the beverage
service lounge is limited to an area of 125 m2 indoors and 125 m2 outdoors.
(4) Farm retail sales are permitted only if at least 50% of the products sold are
produced on the parcel and the sales area does not exceed 100 m2.
Site-Specific Uses and Regulations

(6)

Uses and regulations apply to the AG zone on a site-specific basis as follows:
8682 Trans Canada Highway
Permitted Uses
Campground, Short Term
8701 Chemainus Road
Permitted Uses
Campground, Short Term
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Division 3 – Natural Resource Management Zone

NRM

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Natural Resource Management Zone (NRM) zone is to permit resource
use, including forestry, mineral extraction and agriculture, and the integration of outdoor
recreation (parks and trails).
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the NRM zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, General
Agro-Forestry
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Natural Resource Management
Park, Recreation
Park, Conservation

Accessory Uses
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the NRM zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
10% for residential buildings and structures
Maximum Density
2 dwelling units
Residential Building or Structure
Maximum Height
9m
Front
6m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Any Other Building or Structure
Front
15 m
Minimum
Rear
5m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 5 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 15 m
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Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the NRM zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
20 ha
200 m

Site-Specific Uses and Regulations
(5)

Uses and regulations apply to the NRM zone on a site-specific basis as follows:
PID: 009-863-460
Permitted Uses
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Division 4 – Rural Estate Zone

EST

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Rural Estate (EST) zone is to permit a mix of general agriculture and rural
residential uses compatible with surrounding residential development.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the EST zone, the uses permitted in the
EST zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, General
Agro-Forestry
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit

Accessory Uses
Bed and Breakfast
Farm Retail Sales (COU 1)
Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached
Secondary Suite, Detached

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the EST zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
20%
Maximum Density
2 dwelling units
Residential Building or Structure
Maximum Height
9m
Front
6m
Minimum
Rear
6m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Any Other Building or Structure
Maximum Height
15 m
Front
10 m
Rear
5m
Minimum
Setback
Side, Interior 5 m
Side, Exterior 10 m
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an additional 5 m where the property
abuts a residential zone or Growth
Centre boundary.
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Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the EST zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
2 ha
60 m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the EST zone are as follows:
(1) Farm retail sales are permitted only if at least 50% of the products sold are
produced on the parcel and the sales area does not exceed 100 m2.
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PART 5 – COMMERCIAL ZONES
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Division 1 – University Village Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone

MUCC1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the University Village Mixed Use Commercial Core (MUCC1) zone is to permit
mixed use commercial buildings up to 5 storeys in the University Village Local Area Plan
mixed use commercial core area.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the MUCC1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Community Use
Mixed Use Commercial
Mobile Food Service
Office
Retail, Light
Restaurant
School, Commercial

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the MUCC1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Access

Regulation
100%
2:1
3:1 for mixed use commercial
Motor vehicle access to off-street parking must be from
the rear of the parcel.

Principal Building
Maximum Height

3 storeys
5 storeys for mixed use commercial
2 storeys
0 m, except that where a parcel abuts a controlled access
highway, the minimum setback is 4.5 m.

Minimum Height
Minimum Parcel Line
Setback
Maximum Parcel Line
4m
Setback
Accessory Building or Structure
Part 5
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Maximum Height
Minimum Parcel Line
Setback

5m
0 m, except that where a parcel abuts a controlled access
highway, the minimum setback is 4.5 m.

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the MUCC1 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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Regulation
600 m2
15 m
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Division 2 – Crofton Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone

MUCC2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Crofton Mixed Use Commercial Core (MUCC2) zone is to permit mixed
use commercial and mixed use residential up to 3 storeys in the Crofton Local Area Plan
mixed use commercial core area.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the MUCC2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Community Use
Food Truck
Mixed Use Commercial
Mixed Use Residential
Office
Retail, Light
Restaurant
School, Commercial

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the MUCC2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Access
Building Frontage

Part 5

Regulation
100%
1.2:1
2.25 for mixed use commercial
Motor vehicle access to off-street parking must be from
the rear of the parcel.
At least 60% of the length of the building frontage must
be at the minimum front parcel line setback for a principal
building in the MUCC2 zone.

Principal Building
Maximum Height
Minimum Height

3 storeys
2 storeys

Minimum

0.9 m

|
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Parcel Line
Setback

Rear

0m

Side, Interior

0m

Side, Exterior

0m

Maximum Setback
3.6 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Minimum Parcel Line
0m
Setback
Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the MUCC2 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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600 m2
15 m
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Division 3 – Chemainus Mixed Use Commercial Core Zone

Part 5
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Division 4 – Neighbourhood Commercial Zone

C1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Neighbourhood Commercial (C1) zone is to permit a range of small-scale
commercial uses that provide local residents with convenient access to retail and personal
services.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the C1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Community Use
Craft Beverage Processing
Drive Through
Gas Station
Mixed Use Commercial
Mixed Use Residential
Mobile Food Service
Office
Public Market
Recreation, Indoor
Retail, Light
Restaurant
School, Commercial

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the C1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Principal Building
Maximum Height

Regulation
40%
0.5:1

15 m
0 m, except that where a parcel abuts land with
Minimum Setback
residential zoning, the minimum setback is 3 m.
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Part 5
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Minimum Setback

0m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the C1 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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600 m2
15 m
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Division 5 – General Commercial Zone

C2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the General Commercial (C2) zone is to permit a range of general commercial
uses.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the C2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Car Wash
Commercial Storage
Community Care
Community Use
Craft Beverage Processing
Drive Through
Gas Station
Hotel
Mixed Use Commercial
Mixed Use Residential
Mobile Food Service
Office
Parking Use
Public Market
Recreation, Indoor
Repair Service, Light
Retail, Heavy
Retail, Light
Restaurant
School, Commercial

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business
Repair Service, Automotive

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the C2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Outdoor Storage
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100%
1.75:1
Outdoor storage areas must be screened from highways.
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Principal Building
Maximum Height

15 m
0 m, except that where a parcel abuts land with
Minimum Parcel Line
residential zoning, the minimum parcel line setback is
Setback
3 m, and where a parcel abuts a controlled access
highway, the minimum parcel line setback is 4.5 m.
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Minimum Parcel Line
0m
Setback
Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the C2 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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600 m2
15 m
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Division 6 – Highway Service Commercial Zone

C3

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Highway Service Commercial (C3) zone is to permit a range of
commercial uses that are automobile-oriented and which require convenient access to the
Trans-Canada Highway.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the C3 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Light
Car Wash
Cardlock Facility
Commercial Storage
Community Care
Community Use
Craft Beverage Processing
Drive Through
Dwelling, Accessory
Gas Station
Hotel
Office
Mobile Food Service
Parking Use
Public Market
Recreation, Indoor
Repair Service, Automotive
Repair Service, Light
Retail, Light
Retail, Heavy
Restaurant
School, Commercial
Warehouse
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Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the C3 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Maximum Density
Outdoor Storage
Principal Building
Maximum Height
Front

Regulation
50%
0.5:1
1 accessory dwelling
Outdoor storage areas must be screened from highways.

15 m
8m
0 m, except that where a parcel abuts land with
residential zoning, the minimum rear parcel line setback is
Rear
Minimum
8 m.
Parcel Line
0 m on one side, 5 m on the other side, except that
Setback
Side, Interior where a parcel abuts land with residential zoning, the
minimum interior side parcel line setback is 5 m.
Side, Exterior 5 m
Accessory Buildings and Structures
Maximum Height
5m
Front
8m
0 m, except that where a parcel abuts land with
Rear
residential zoning, the minimum rear parcel line setback is
Minimum
8 m.
Parcel Line
1.2 m, except that where a parcel abuts land with
Setback
Side, Interior residential zoning, the minimum interior side parcel line
setback is 8 m.
Side, Exterior 1.2 m
Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the C3 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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600 m2
15 m
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Division 7 – Recreation Commercial Zone

C4

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Recreation Commercial (C4) zone is to permit a range of indoor and
outdoor commercial recreation uses.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the C4 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Light
Community Care
Community Use
Golf Course
Hotel
Office
Mobile Food Service
Recreation, Indoor
Recreation, Outdoor
Restaurant
School, Commercial

Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory
Home-Based Business
Retail, Light

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the C4 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
30%
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
0.5:1
Maximum Density
1 accessory dwelling
Outdoor Storage
Outdoor storage areas must be screened from highways.
Principal Building
Maximum Height
15 m
Front
8m
Minimum
Rear
5m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 5 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 5 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Minimum
Front
8m
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Parcel Line
Setback

Rear
Side, Interior
Side, Exterior

1.2 m
1.2 m
1.2 m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the C4 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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Regulation
600 m2
15 m
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Division 8 – Marine Upland Commercial Zone

C5

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Marine Upland Commercial (C5) zone is to permit a variety of commercial
uses that are typically found in marine communities on parcels upland from the sea.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the C5 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Community Use
Community Water Access
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Hotel
Marina
Marine Transportation
Mobile Food Service
Research Facility
Restaurant
Water Access Structure
Yacht Club

Accessory Uses
Bed and Breakfast
Dwelling, Accessory
Home-Based Business
Office
Retail, Light

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the C5 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
50%
Maximum Density
1 single-unit dwelling and 1 accessory dwelling
Principal Building
Maximum Height
12 m
Front
8m
Minimum
Rear
0m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 3 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 3 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Minimum
Front
8m
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Parcel Line
Setback

Rear
Side, Interior
Side, Exterior

0m
1.2 m
1.2 m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the C5 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
600 m2
15 m

Site-Specific Uses and Regulations
(5)

Uses and regulations apply to the C5 zone on a site-specific basis as follows:
6145 Genoa Bay Road
Permitted Uses
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
Maximum Parcel
Coverage
Maximum Density

Part 5
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Residential use
10,000 m2
100 m
50% total parcel coverage.
50% parcel coverage of the commercial site area for
commercial use.
30% parcel coverage of the residential site area for
residential use.
1 dwelling unit per 275 m2 of residential site area.
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PART 6 – INDUSTRIAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE ZONES
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Division 1 – Light Industrial Zone

I1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Light Industrial (I1) zone is to permit industrial uses that do not result in
excessive dust, noise, noxious fumes, odours, or vibration which may cause conflict with
surrounding non-industrial uses.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the I1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Cardlock Facility
Community Care
Community Use
Craft Beverage Processing
Food and Beverage Processing
Gas Station
Industry, Light
Medical Marijuana Production Facility
Mobile Food Service
Recycling Depot
Repair Service, Autobody
Repair Service, Automotive
Repair Service, Light
Research Facility
Retail, Light
Retail, Heavy
School, Commercial
Storage Yard
Transportation Service
Transportation Terminal
Warehouse

Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory
Office

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the I1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
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Regulation
50%
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Maximum Density
1 accessory dwelling
Outdoor storage
Outdoor storage areas must be screened from highways.
Principal Building
Front
8m
Minimum
Except that when a parcel line abuts land zoned
Rear
0m
Parcel Line
residential or a controlled access highway, the
Side, Interior 0 m
minimum setback is 18 m.
Setback
Side, Exterior 8 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Front
8m
Minimum
Except that when a parcel line abuts land zoned
Rear
0m
Parcel Line
residential or a controlled access highway, the
Side, Interior 0 m
Setback
minimum setback is 18 m.
Side, Exterior 8 m
Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the I1 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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Regulation
2,000 m2
30 m
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Division 2 – Heavy Industrial Zone

I2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Heavy Industrial (I2) zone is to permit large-scale or intensive industrial
uses that may result in excessive dust, noise, noxious fumes, odours, or vibration, and that
are incompatible with non-industrial land uses.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the I2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Automobile Testing and Training
Cardlock Facility
Community Care
Community Use
Craft Beverage Processing
Food and Beverage Processing
Gas Station
Industry, Heavy
Industry, Light
Medical Marijuana Production Facility
Mobile Food Service
Recycling Depot
Recycling Plant
Repair Service, Autobody
Repair Service, Automotive
Repair Service, Light
Research Facility
Retail, Light
Retail, Heavy
School, Commercial
Storage Yard
Transportation Service
Transportation Terminal
Warehouse
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Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory
Office
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Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the I2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
50%
Maximum Density
1 accessory dwelling
Outdoor storage
Outdoor storage areas must be screened from highways.
Principal Building
Front
8m
Minimum
Except that when a parcel line abuts land zoned
Rear
0m
Parcel Line
residential or a controlled access highway, the
Side, Interior 0 m
Setback
minimum setback is 18 m.
Side, Exterior 8 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Front
8m
Minimum
Except that when a parcel line abuts land zoned
Rear
0m
Parcel Line
residential or a controlled access highway, the
Side, Interior 0 m
Setback
minimum setback is 18 m.
Side, Exterior 8 m
Subdivision Regulations

(4)

Subdivision in the I2 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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Regulation
4,000 m2
40 m
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Division 3 – Transportation and Utilities Zone
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PART 7 – COMMUNITY SERVICES ZONES
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Division 1 – Community Services Zone

CS1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Community Services (CS) zone is to permit a variety of institutional
community uses.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the CS zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Community Use
Cultural Use
Institutional Use
Office
Personal Care
Mobile Food Service
Recreation, Indoor
Recreation, Outdoor
Research Facility
School, Academic
School, Commercial
Treatment Facility

Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory
Restaurant
Retail, Light

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the CS zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
50%
Maximum Density
1 accessory dwelling
Principal Building
Maximum Height
15 m
Front
8m
Minimum
Rear
5m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 5 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 8 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
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Minimum
Parcel Line
Setback

Front
Rear
Side, Interior
Side, Exterior

5m
1.2 m
1.2 m
5m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the CS zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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Regulation
600 m2
15 m
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Division 2 – Community Services – Health Care Zone

CS2

Intent
(5)

The intent of the Community Services – Health Care (CS2) zone is to permit a variety of
institutional community uses.
Permitted Uses

(6)

The uses permitted in the CS2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Community Use
Cultural Use
Hospital
Institutional Use
Office
Personal Care
Mobile Food Service
Recreation, Indoor
Recreation, Outdoor
Research Facility
School, Academic
School, Commercial
Treatment Facility

Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory
Restaurant
Retail, Light

Development Regulations
(7)

Development in the CS2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Density

Part 7
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Regulation
50%
1 accessory dwelling
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Minimum Landscaping and
Screening

A minimum 7.5 m wide landscape area must be
maintained where a parcel abuts residentially-zoned land,
or where a parcel fronts a highway, excluding the length
of the parcel frontage that accommodates an access or
egress point (driveways).
All utilities, infrastructure and garbage enclosures,
including HVAC equipment and compactors, must be
fully screened and landscaped and must be located
outside of the minimum 7.m wide landscape areas.

All Buildings and Structures
Maximum Height
Front
Minimum
Rear
Parcel Line
Side, Interior
Setback
Side, Exterior

30 m
7.5 m
30 m
9m
9m

Subdivision Regulations
(8)

Subdivision in the CS2 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage
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Regulation
600 m2
15 m
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PART 8 – PARK ZONES
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Division 1 – Recreation Park Zone

P1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Recreation Park (P1) zone is to permit the full range of park and
protected area uses, including provincial, community and neighbourhood parks, as well
conservation areas with limited development activities.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the P1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture General
Agriculture, Urban
Community Use
Institutional Use
Mobile Food Service
Natural Resource Management
Nature Centre
Office
Park, Recreation
Park, Conservation
Recreation, Indoor
Recreation, Outdoor
Research Facility

Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory
Office
Restaurant
Retail, Light

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the P1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Maximum Parcel Coverage
50%
Maximum Density
1 accessory dwelling
Principal Building
Minimum Parcel Line
5m
Setback
Accessory Building or Structure
Minimum Parcel Line
5m
Setback
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Division 2 – Natural Park Zone

P2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Conservation Park (P2) zone is to preserve and protect park area for
environmental conservation and passive recreation, as well as agriculture and natural
resource management within the Somenos Marsh Conservation Area.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the P2 zone, the uses permitted in the P2
zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Agriculture, General (COU 1)
Natural Resource Management (COU 1)
Park, Conservation

Accessory Uses
N/A

(COU) Conditions of Use
(3)

The conditions of use in the P2 zone are as follows:
(1) Urban agriculture and natural resource management are permitted only in the
Somenos Marsh Conservation Area and subject to the Somenos Marsh
Conservation Management Plan.
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PART 9 – WATER ZONES
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Division 1 – Marine Access Zone

M1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Marine Access (M1) zone is to permit access to the sea from upland
residential properties.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the M1 zone, the uses permitted in the
M1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Aquaculture
Community Water Access
Moorage
Mooring Buoy
Water Access Structure

Accessory Uses
Marine Transportation (COU 1)

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the M1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Width of Water
Access Structure

Regulation
4m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(4)

The conditions of use in the M1 zone are as follows:
(1) Marine transportation is limited to single watercraft offering charters or taxi service
for no more than 15 people at a time.
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Division 2 – Marine Transportation Zone

M2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Marine Transportation (M2) zone is to permit marinas and associated
uses.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the M2 zone, the uses permitted in the
M2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Aquaculture
Boat Shelter (COU 1,2)
Community Water Access
Float Home (COU 1)
Marina
Marine Transportation
Moorage
Mooring Buoy
Research Facility
Transportation Terminal
Water Access Structure

Accessory Uses
Live-Aboard Vessel
Office
Restaurant

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the M2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Fuel Tanks
Principal Building
Maximum Height

Part 9
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Regulation
30% of a water use approval area may be covered by boat
shelters, float homes, marinas and water access structures.
10% of a water access structure in a water use approval
area may be covered by buildings or structures.
Fuel tanks must be fully located on land.
10 m, except that a minimum of 50% of the number of
boat shelters per water use approval area must not exceed
6.5 m in height.
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(COU) Conditions of Use
(4)

The conditions of use in the M2 zone are as follows:
(1) Boat shelters and float homes are permitted only in Genoa Bay and Bird’s Eye Cove.
(2) Boat shelters must not be habitable or contain toilet facilities.
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Division 3 – Marine Industrial Zone

M3

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Marine Industrial (M3) zone is to permit industrial uses on the foreshore
fronting industrial zones.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the M3 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Aquaculture
Community Water Access
Industry, Heavy
Marina
Marine Transportation
Moorage
Mooring Buoy
Research Facility
Food and Beverage Processing
Transportation Terminal
Water Access Structure

Accessory Uses
Office

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the M3 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Fuel Tanks
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Regulation
Fuel tanks must be fully located on land.
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Division 4 – Marine Resource Zone

M4

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Marine Resource (M4) zone is to permit community uses in the marine
environment, with opportunities for sustainable resource use.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the M4 zone, the uses permitted in the
M4 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Aquaculture
Community Water Access
Moorage
Mooring Buoy
Water Access Structure (COU 1)

Accessory Uses
N/A

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the M4 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Fuel Tanks

Regulation
Fuel tanks must be fully located on land.

(COU) Conditions of Use
(4)

The conditions of use in the M4 zone are as follows:
(1) Water access structures are permitted only for community water access.
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Division 5 – Lake Zone

L1

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Lake (L1) zone is to permit access to lakes from upland properties.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the L1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Community Water Access
Moorage
Mooring Buoy
Water Access Structure
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Accessory Uses
N/A
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PART 10 – COMREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT ZONES
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Division 1 – The Cliffs Comprehensive Development Zone

CD1

Intent
(1)

The intent of The Cliffs Comprehensive Development (CD1) zone is to provide a zone for
The Cliffs Comprehensive Development Plan.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the CD1 zone, the uses permitted in the
CD1 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Area 1
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Area 2
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Area 3
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Area 4
Golf Course

Area 5
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Golf Course
Hotel

Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business
Home-Based Business
Home-Based Business

School, Commercial
Restaurant
Retail, Light (COU 1)
Home-Based Business
Restaurant
Retail, Light (COU 1)
School, Commercial

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the CD1 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria

Maximum Parcel Coverage

Maximum Density
Part 10 |

Regulation
golf course
1,000 m2
hotel
100%
multiple-unit dwelling 40%
rowhouse dwelling
35%
single-unit dwelling
30%
225 sleeping units for a hotel
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Maximum Floor Area Ratio

Maximum Habitable Floors
Minimum Building
Separation (on same parcel)
Minimum Landscaped Open
Space

1 dwelling unit per 300 m2 parcel area for rowhouse
dwelling
705 dwelling units maximum in all areas (each hotel room
is considered 0.5 dwelling units)
hotel
1.5:1
multiple-unit dwelling 1:1
single-unit dwelling
0.5:1
hotel
4
multiple-unit dwelling 4
rowhouse dwelling
3
hotel
6 m for walls with windows
rowhouse dwelling
4 m for walls without windows
30% of the parcel area must be provided and maintained
as landscaped open space
15% of required landscaped open space must be
designated and designed as outdoor recreation area

Principal Building
Use

Golf
Course
9m
5m
5m

Hotel

Maximum Height
18 m
Front
5m
Rear
4.5 m
Minimum
Side,
Parcel Line
5m
2m
Interior
Setback
Side,
5m
3m
Exterior
Accessory Building or Structure
Golf
Use
Hotel
Course
Maximum Height
5m
6m
Front
5m
3m
Rear
5m
0m
Minimum
Side,
Parcel Line
5m
0m
Interior
Setback
Side,
5m
0m
Exterior
All Buildings and Structures
Minimum Garage Setback
5.8 m
Minimum Parcel Line
Setback from Agricultural
10 m
and Natural Resource
Management Zones

Part 10 |

Multiple-Unit
Dwelling
15 m
6m
8m

Rowhouse
Dwelling
12 m
6m
8m

Single-Unit
Dwelling
9m
5m
7.5 m

5m

3m

2m

0m

0m

3m

Multiple-Unit
Dwelling
15 m
6m
1.5 m

Rowhouse
Dwelling
5m
6m
1.5 m

Single-Unit
Dwelling
5m
5m
1.5 m

1m

1m

1m

1m

1m

1m
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Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the CD1 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria

Minimum Parcel Area

Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
2.5 ha for golf course
1,100 m2 for hotel
1,100 m2 for multiple-unit dwelling
1,100 m2 for rowhouse dwelling
600 m2 for single-unit dwelling
30 m for golf course
30 m for hotel
30 m for multiple-unit dwelling
30 m for rowhouse dwelling
18 m for single-unit dwelling

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the CD1 zone are as follows:
(1) Light retail is limited to no more than 1,000 m2 in gross floor area.
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Division 2 – Artisan Village Comprehensive Development Zone

CD2

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Artisan Village Comprehensive (CD2) zone is to provide a zone for the
Artisan Village Comprehensive Development Plan.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the CD2 zone, the uses permitted in the
CD2 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Area 1
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Dwelling, Two-Unit
Area 2
Agriculture, Urban
Community Care
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Personal Care
Area 3
Community Care
Community Use
Cultural Use
Dwelling, Multiple-Unit
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Office
Mixed Use Residential
Recreation, Indoor
Restaurant
Retail, Light (COU 1)
Areas 4 and 5
Park, Conservation
Park, Recreation
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Accessory Uses
Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached

Home-Based Business

Home-Based Business

N/A
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Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the CD2 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Regulation
Area 1
Single-Unit Dwelling
Maximum Parcel Coverage 40%
Maximum Density
15 dwelling units per ha
Principal Building
Maximum Height
9m
Front
4m
Minimum
Rear
4m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 1.5 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 1.5 m
Minimum Garage Setback
5.8 m
Accessory Building or Structure
Maximum Height
5m
Front
5m
Minimum
Rear
1.2 m
Parcel Line
Side, Interior 1.2 m
Setback
Side, Exterior 1.2 m
Areas 1, 2 and 3
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Density

Two-Unit Dwelling
35%
15 dwelling units per ha
10 m
4m
4m
1.5 m
1.5 m
5.8 m

5m
5m
1.2 m
1.2 m
1.2 m
Multiple-Unit Dwelling or
Rowhouse Dwelling
Commercial
50%
50%
15 dwelling units per ha in Area 1
25 dwelling units per ha in Area 2

Minimum Landscaped
25%
Open Space
Minimum Outdoor Private
Amenity Space per
7.4 m2 in area with a minimum horizontal dimension of 3 m
Dwelling Unit
Principal Building
Maximum Height
10 m
14 m
Maximum Storeys
3.5 storeys
4.5 storeys
Front
2.5 m
2.5 m
Rear
4m
4m
Minimum
Side, Interior 3 m
5m
Parcel Line
Side, Exterior 3 m
5m
Setback
Rail Right-of10 m
10 m
Way
Minimum Garage Setback
5.8 m
5.8 m
Accessory Building or Structure
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Maximum Height
5m
Front
6m
Rear
1.5 m
Minimum
Side, Interior 1.5 m
Parcel Line
Side, Exterior 1.5 m
Setback
Rail Right-of5m
Way
All Buildings and Structures
Maximum Eaveline Height 8.5 m
Minimum Roof Slope
5:12

5m
6m
1.5 m
1.5 m
1.5 m
5m
11 m
5:12

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the CD2 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria

Minimum Parcel Area

Minimum Parcel Frontage

Regulation
1,000 m2 for commercial
1,000 m2 for multiple-unit dwelling
1,000 m2 for rowhouse dwelling
650 m2 for single-unit dwelling
400 m2 for two-unit dwelling
25 m for commercial
25 m for multiple-unit dwelling
25 m for rowhouse dwelling
12 m for single-unit dwelling, except that the minimum
frontage in a cul-de-sac in 6.5 m
23 m for two-unit dwelling, except that the minimum
frontage in a cul-de-sac in 6.5 m

Off-Street Parking Regulations
(5)

Off-street parking in the CD2 zone must be provided as follows:
Use
Multiple-Unit Dwelling, no
bedrooms
Multiple-Unit Dwelling,
one or two bedrooms
Multiple-Unit Dwelling,
three bedrooms or more

Part 10 |

Minimum Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces
0.75 parking space per dwelling unit without bedrooms,
and
1 designated visitor parking spaces per 8 dwelling units
1 parking space per dwelling unit with one or two
bedrooms, and
1 designated visitor parking spaces per 10 dwelling units
2 parking spaces per dwelling unit with three or more
bedrooms, and
1 designated visitor parking spaces per 15 dwelling units
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1 parking space per 3 beds, and 1 passenger unloading
stall per 40 beds or at minimum 1 per building
1 parking space per 20 m2 used for customer circulation
Restaurant
and seating
1 parking space per 46 m2 or at a minimum 1 space per
Retail, Light
individual store or shop, whichever less
Required off-street parking in the CD2 zone must meet the following:
(a) the size, quantity and access to parking spaces for seniors and persons with
Community Care

disabilities must meet or exceed the requirement of the British Columbia Building
Code;
(b) no off-street parking is permitted in the front of multiple-unit dwellings in Area 2,
and no off-street parking is permitted in the front any building in Area 3;
(c) visitor parking may be located in off-street parking lots, or on-street in Area 1 and
Area 2;
(d) visitor parking in Area 3 must be located off-street;
(e) all required parking spaces must be paved, marked, numbered, curbed, illuminated,
and drained;
(f) all parking areas must be screened from all adjacent uses and highways by a
landscaped screen not less than 1.5 m wide;
(g) all required parking areas must group all parking spaces in clusters of a maximum
of 8 spaces with landscaping consisting of trees and shrubs between clusters, and
such landscaping must be considered as meeting a portion of the required site
landscaping requirements.
(COU) Conditions of Use
(6)

The conditions of use in the CD2 zone are as follows:
(1) The density for community care in Area 2 is as follows:
(a) three units each smaller than 30 m2 is equal to one dwelling unit;
(b) two units each larger than 30 m2 but smaller than 60 m2 is equal to one dwelling
unit; and
(c) a unit larger than 60 m2 is equal to one dwelling unit.
(2) Light retail is limited to a maximum gross floor area of 200 m2.

Part 10 |
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Division 3 – Stonehill Comprehensive Development Zone

CD3

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Stonehill Comprehensive (CD3) zone is to provide a zone for Stonehill
Comprehensive Development Plan.
Permitted Uses

(2)

Subject to the conditions of use (COU) section in the CD3 zone, the uses permitted in the
CD3 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Area A (Coronation Lots)
Community Care
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Area B (Small Lot)
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Area C, E, and F (Townhouse)
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Area D (Regular Lot)
Dwelling, Rowhouse
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Dwelling, Two-Unit (COU 1)
Area 1 (Mill Site)
Agriculture, General
Dwelling, Single-Unit
Natural Resource Management
Area 2 (Nature Sanctuary)
Nature Centre
Park, Conservation
Areas 3 (Park)
Park, Conservation
Park, Recreation

Part 10 |

Accessory Uses
Bed and Breakfast
Home-Based Business
Home-Based Business
Home-Based Business

Home-Based Business
Secondary Suite, Attached

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the CD3 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Area
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Rowhouse
Dwelling
Residential
Buildings
Maximum
Dwelling
Density
Units Per
Building
Secondary
Suites per
Building
Principal Building
Maximum Height
Front
Minimum
Rear
Parcel Line
Side, Interior
Setback
Side, Exterior
Accessory Buildings and
Structures
Maximum Height
Front
Minimum
Rear
Parcel Line
Side, Interior
Setback
Side, Exterior

Regulation
A,B,F
C
40%
30%

D (SUD)
35%

D (TUD)
30%

E
30%

N/A

1/400 m2

N/A

N/A

1/500 m2

1

N/A

1

1

N/A

1

N/A

N/A

2

N/A

0

0

1

0

0

A,B,F
10 m
4.5 m
6m
1.4 m
3m

C
10 m
6m
6m
3m
3m

D (SUD)
10 m
6m
6m
2m
3m

D (TUD)
10 m
6m
6m
2m
3m

E
10 m
6m
6m
3m
3m

A,B,F

C

D (SUD)

D (TUD)

E

5m
5m
1.2 m
1.2 m
1.2 m

5m
6m
1.5 m
1.2 m
1.2 m

5m
6m
1.2 m
1.2 m
1.2 m

5m
6m
1.2 m
1.2 m
1.2 m

5m
6m
1.5 m
1.2 m
1.2 m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the CD3 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria

Minimum Parcel Area

Part 10 |

Regulation
Area A
Area B
Area C
Area D (Single-Unit Dwelling)
Area D (Two-Unit Dwelling)
Area E & F (Rowhouse Dwelling)
Area F & C (Single-Unit Dwelling)
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325 m2
2,000 m2
550 m2
800 m2
2,000 m2
550 m2
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Minimum Parcel Frontage

Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area A
Area B
Area C
Area D (Single-Unit Dwelling)
Area D (Two-Unit Dwelling)
Area E & F (Rowhouse Dwelling)
Area F & C (Single-Unit Dwelling)
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3

6 ha
6 ha
2,000 m2
20 m
11 m
20 m
15 m
20 m
20 m
15 m
10 m
10 m
10 m

(COU) Conditions of Use
(5)

The conditions of use in the CD3 zone are as follows:
(1) A two-unit dwelling is permitted only on a corner parcel.

Part 10 |
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Division 4 – Maple Bay School Comprehensive Development Zone

CD4

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Maple Bay School Comprehensive Development Zone (CD4) zone is to
permit a range of small-scale commercial uses on the old Maple Bay elementary school
site.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the CD4 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Commercial Storage
Community Care
Community Use
Cultural Use
Office
Recreation, Indoor
Retail, Light

Accessory Uses
Dwelling, Accessory

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the CD4 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Density

Maximum Gross Floor Area

Siting of Uses

Regulation
20%
2 accessory dwellings
1,800 m2 for all buildings, including a maximum of:
225 m2 community use or cultural use
160 m2 for commercial storage, or 6 individual storage
units, whichever results in a lesser gross floor area
105 m2 for each accessory dwelling
280 m2 for light retail
All permitted uses must be fully located in the principal
building.

Principal Building
Maximum Height
12.5 m
Minimum Parcel Line
8m
Setback
Accessory Building or Structure
Part 10 |
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Maximum Height
Minimum Parcel Line
Setback

5m
8m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the CD4 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Part 10 |

Regulation
6,500 m2
20 m
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Division 5 – Mixed Use Comprehensive Development Zone

CD5

Intent
(1)

The intent of the Mixed Use Comprehensive Development Zone (CD5) zone is to permit
compact multiple-unit dwellings on small parcels in the Growth Centres.
Permitted Uses

(2)

The uses permitted in the CD5 zone are as follows:
Principal Uses
Dwelling, Multiple Unit

Accessory Uses
N/A

Development Regulations
(3)

Development in the CD5 zone is subject to the following:
Development Criteria
Maximum Parcel Coverage
Maximum Floor Area Ratio
Minimum Landscape Area
Principal Building
Maximum Height
Front
Minimum
Rear
Parcel Line
Side, Interior
Setback
Side, Exterior

Regulation
50%
1.75:1
30%
10 m
5m
7.5 m
1.5 m
3m

Subdivision Regulations
(4)

Subdivision in the CD5 zone is subject to the following:
Subdivision Criteria
Minimum Parcel Area
Minimum Parcel Frontage

Part 10 |

Regulation
980 m2
18 m

Comprehensive Development Zones
Municipality of North Cowichan Zoning Bylaw – June 2016 (ADMIN DRAFT)

Page 100

109

Off-Street Parking Regulations
(5)

Off-street parking in the CD1 zone must be provided as follows:
1 parking space per dwelling unit with 1 bedroom
1.5 parking spaces per dwelling unit with 2 bedrooms or more.
2 parking spaces marked and reserved for visitor parking
Up to 50% of the total number of spaces may be designed to accommodate small
vehicles
Off-street parking must be separated from building walls that contain widows by a
minimum of 4 m.

Part 10 |
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Division 6 – Ground-Oriented Comprehensive Development Zone

Part 10 |
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
In this Bylaw:

A
Abattoir

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the slaughtering,
processing and shipping of livestock or poultry;

Accessory Building

means a building located on the same parcel as the principal building
and used for a purpose accessory or subordinate to the principal use;

Accessory Use

means a use which is subordinate to and associated with the principal
use;

Agriculture, General
(or General Agriculture)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the growing, rearing,
producing or harvesting of agricultural crops or livestock and includes
greenhouses, the processing on a parcel of the primary agricultural
products harvested, reared or produced on that parcel and the use
and storage of associated farm machinery, implements and
agricultural supplies; but does not include intensive agriculture or
medical marijuana production facilities;

Agriculture, Intensive
(or Intensive
Agriculture)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for confinement,
growing, producing, harvesting, slaughtering, processing of poultry,
livestock or fur bearing animals, or the growing of mushrooms;

Agriculture, Urban
(or Urban Agriculture)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for growing, harvesting
and light processing of fruits, vegetables, edible plants and the like
grown on land in the Growth Centres;

Agricultural
Exhibition and
Fairground

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the promotion of
agriculture through exhibits, festivals, recreational activities or events,
educational contests, displays and demonstrations, and other
activities of a public assembly or temporary nature, including
temporary outdoor concerts, midways, and amusement for up to 40
days annually, and temporary camping and recreational vehicle
parking for up to 60 days annually;

Agricultural Land
Commission

means the Agricultural Land Commission established under the
Agricultural Land Commission Act;

Agricultural Land
Reserve

means the Agricultural Land Reserve
Agricultural Land Commission Act;
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Agri-Tourism

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a tourist activity,
service or facility accessory to land that is classified as a farm under
the Assessment Act;

Agri-Tourism
Accommodation

means the use of land, buildings or structures for accommodation for
agri-tourism, and includes seasonal campsites, seasonal cabins or
short-term use of bedrooms;

Agro-Forestry

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the deliberate
retention, introduction or mixing of trees or other plants in crop and
animal production systems to provide an economic return;

Aquaculture

means the hatching, rearing and harvesting of finfish or shellfish for
commercial purposes, in any natural or artificial water environment,
excluding processing activities;

Automobile Testing
and Training

means the use of land, buildings or structures for automobile testing
and training facilities, and may include accessory uses such as vehicle
storage, eating and drinking areas, and meeting rooms;

Artisan Studio

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the production, and
optional display and sale of, arts and crafts made from materials such
as metal, wood, textile, glass, or stone;

B
Basement

means any part of a building between two floors that is partially or
completely below grade and has a finished ceiling height that is no
more than 1.2 m above grade;

Bed and Breakfast

means the accessory use of a parcel for temporary accommodation in
sleeping units, where guests are provided one daily breakfast meal,
and no other served meals on the premises;

Bicycle Parking, Long
Term
(or Long Term Bicycle
Parking)

means a secure indoor bicycle storage facility or bicycle locker used
to accommodate long term bicycle storage for residents or
employees;

Bicycle Parking, Short
Term
(or Short Term Bicycle
Parking)

means convenience bicycle parking that offers some security and is
easily accessible for visitors, residents and customers in the form of
bicycle racks;
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Boat Charter

means a business where watercraft are operated for the purposes of
providing marine tours or charters;

Boat Shelter

means a floating structure used to provide shelter for the protected
moorage of marine vessels, with or without storage of associated
supplies and equipment;

British Columbia Float
Home Standard

means the British Columbia Float Home Standard produced by the
Government of British Columbia;

Building

means a structure used or intended to be used for the support,
enclosure or shelter of persons, animals or property;

C
Campground,
Seasonal
(or Seasonal
Campground)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for seasonal
accommodation (less than 6 months annually) for vacation or
recreational purposes, in tents or recreational vehicles, and may
include accessory washrooms, showers, laundry facilities, offices,
recreational facilities, convenience stores or restaurants;

Campground, ShortTerm
(or Short-Term
Campground)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for short-term
accommodation (less than 28 consecutive days) for vacation or
recreational purposes, in tents or recreational vehicles, and may
include accessory washrooms, showers, laundry facilities, offices,
recreational facilities, convenience stores or restaurants;

Car Wash

means the use of land, buildings or structures for washing motor
vehicles;

Cardlock Facility

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the dispensing of
petroleum products from fuel pumps using a cardlock or keylock
system;

Commercial Core

means a commercial core area designated in the Official Community
Plan or a Local Area Plan;

Commercial Storage

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the commercial
storage of personal goods in individual, fully enclosed storage
compartments which are accessible by motor vehicle for loading and
unloading;
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Commercial Vehicle

means any self-propelled or towed vehicle used in commerce to
transport cargo or passengers;

Community Care

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the provision of care
to people who require specialized care for any purpose, operated and
licensed in accordance with the Community Care and Assisting Living
Act and Residential Care Regulation, including assisted living,
supportive housing or daycare;

Community Use

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the assembly,
gathering, or meeting of persons for any purpose, and specifically
includes religious institution;

Community Water
Access

means the use of land, water buildings or structures owned or
operated by the Municipality that provides public water access and
recreation opportunities for the general public, including marinas,
wharves, docks, piers, boat launches, boardwalks and other marine
access facilities;

Condition of Use

means a condition that is required to met in order to carry out a use
in a zone;

Craft Beverage
Processing

means the use of land, buildings or structures for processing, storing
and retail sales of beer, cider, spirits, mead or wine produced by a
micro-brewery, cidery, craft distillery, meadery or winery;

Cultural Use

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a museum, gallery,
visitor centre or theatre for the performing arts;

D
Daycare

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the care of persons
who require supervision during the day;

Density

means the quantity of dwelling units in a given area or space;

Derelict Motor Vehicle

means all or part of any wrecked vehicle or motor vehicle which is not
capable of operating under its own power and not validly registered
and licensed in accordance with provincial legislation;

Derelict Vessel

means any vessel or watercraft that has been abandoned and
deserted at sea and is unable to operate under its own power;
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Development

means any of the following:
(a) removal, alteration, disruption or destruction of vegetation;
(b) disturbance of soils;
(c) construction or erection of buildings and structures;
(d) creation

of

non-structural

impervious

or

semi-impervious

surfaces;
(e) flood protection works;
(f)

construction of roads, trails, docks, wharves and bridges;

(g) provision and maintenance of sewer and water services;
(h) development of drainage systems;
(i)

development of utility corridors;

(j)

subdivision as defined in the Local Government Act;

Drive Through

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a drive aisle where
customers order and receive food, services or retail goods, or conduct
financial transactions, while remaining in their motor vehicles, but
excludes a car wash, gas station or automotive repair service;

Dwelling, Accessory

means the use of land, building or structures for a dwelling unit which
is accessory to the principal use;

Dwelling, MultipleUnit
(or Multiple-Unit
Dwelling)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a building containing
three or more dwelling units;

Dwelling, Single-Unit
(or Single-Unit
Dwelling)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a building containing
only one dwelling unit and may include an attached secondary suite;

Dwelling, Rowhouse
(or Rowhouse Dwelling)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a building comprised
of at least 3 attached dwelling units sharing common party walls,
whether subdivided from each other or not, where each dwelling unit
has a separate ground-oriented entrance from the exterior of the
building and where dwelling units may be either side-by-side or
stacked vertically;
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Dwelling, Two-Unit
(or Two-Unit Dwelling)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a building comprised
of 2 attached dwelling units sharing a common party wall, whether
subdivided from each other or not, where each dwelling unit has a
separate ground-oriented entrance from the exterior of the building
and where dwelling units may be either side-by-side or stacked
vertically;

Dwelling Unit

means a self-contained living unit with only one kitchen, sanitary
facilities and sleeping units;

E
Eaveline

means the horizontal line on a building that marks the extreme edge
of the overhang of a roof, and where there is no overhang, the
eaveline is the horizontal line at the exterior intersection of the roof
and wall;

Electric Vehicle
Charge Station

means a public or private parking space that is served by battery
charging station equipment that has as its primary purpose the
transfer of electric energy (by conductive or inductive means) to a
battery or other energy storage device in an electric motor vehicle;

Emergency
Preparedness Kiosk

means a container or other type of receptacle intended for use in
response to natural disasters, diseases or other threats, and used for
storage of emergency supplies such as bottled water, canned foods,
clothing and bedding, and first aid supplies;

Equestrian Facilities

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a commercial
operation as a stable where horses can be trained or boarded,
or where riding lessons can be given;

F
Farm Retail Sales

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the sale of
agricultural products produced on the farm on which the farm retail
sales is taking place;

Fence

means a structure used as an enclosure or screening;

Financial Institution

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a bank, credit union,
acceptance corporation, trust company, finance company or similar
establishment, but excludes a building contain a single bank machine;
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SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Float Home

means the use of water, buildings or structures incorporating a
floatation system, intended for use or occupancy or being used or
occupied for residential purposes, containing one dwelling unit only,
and not primarily intended for, or usable in navigation, but does not
include any vessel or watercraft designed or intended for navigation;

Flood Construction
Level

means the designated flood level plus freeboard, or where a
designated flood level cannot be determined, a specified height
above the present natural boundary of a watercourse, waterbody or
any obstruction that could cause ponding;

Flood Plain

means a flood plain designated by the Municipality under the Local
Government Act;

Floor Area, Gross
(or Gross Floor Area)

means the sum of the total floor area of all floors in a building
measured to the extreme outer limits of the building and includes:
(a) all habitable areas, including loft spaces, and spaces in accessory
buildings;
(b) garages and carports;
(c) enclosed balconies, patios and decks;
but excludes:
(a) common stairwells, elevator shafts and mechanical systems;
(b) unenclosed balconies, decks, patios, and porches;
(c) outdoor unenclosed parking;
(d) floor area with a ceiling height of less than 1.5 m in attics, lofts, or
crawl spaces;
(e) underground parking located at least 2 m below natural grade;

Floor Area, Net
(or Net Floor Area)

means 90% of the gross floor area or 85% of gross floor area when
applied to a shopping centre in which access by the general public to
each commercial establishment is obtained from the outside through
a common entrance or entrances and from the inside through a
covered common mall or concourse;

Floor Area Ratio

means the figure obtained when the total gross floor area of all
buildings and structures on a parcel, is divided by the area of the
parcel;

Food and Beverage
Processing

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the processing,
producing, warehousing and distribution of food and beverage
products and includes craft beverage processing, production bakeries,
and seafood processing, but specifically excludes abattoir;
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Definitions
Foreshore

means land in tidal areas lying below the present natural boundary
and land in non-tidal areas covered by water and exposed with the
normal rise and fall of the level of the sea;

Freeboard

means a vertical distance added to a designated flood level, used to
establish a flood construction level;

G
Gas Station

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the retail sale of
motor fuels, electricity from electric charging stations, and lubricants,
and specifically excludes specialty repair shops, such as brake or
muffler repair shops, or automotive body repair;

Geothermal Energy
Device

means a device or system of devices designed to collect, store and
distribute thermal energy generated in the earth;

Golf Course

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the purpose of
playing golf, including a driving range;

Grade, Finished
(or Finished Grade)

means the elevation at any point along the surface of a parcel after
construction, but excluding localized depressions immediately
adjacent to building features such as basement window wells and
entranceways;

Grade, Natural
(or Natural Grade)

means the surface elevation of a parcel in its existing state, prior to
any disturbance, alteration of land, excavation or filling, as determined
by a British Columbia Land Surveyor, or the elevations shown on the
approved grading plan;

Green Building
System

means
(a) equipment that converts, stores, transfers (or combination
thereof) energy from a renewable energy source, including
equipment used to support solar collectors, small wind energy
systems, heat pump systems, waste heat recovery systems, and
biomass systems, or
(b) equipment that stores and treats (if necessary) rainwater, grey
water or both, on site;

Green Roof

means a roofing system that utilizes vegetation over a roof
membrane to minimize storm water runoff and reduce heat
absorption;
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Green Wall

means a permanent or temporary structure affixed to a building wall
used for growing and cultivating edible and ornamental plants;

Growth Centre

means a Growth Centre designated in the Official Community Plan or
a Local Area Plan;

H
Habitable Room

means a room used or intended for cooking, eating, sleeping or
human occupancy;

Health Service

means an establishment primarily engaged in furnishing medical,
surgical or health related services to individuals, and includes the
physicians, dentists, and other health practitioners;

Highway

means a public road and any other public way;

Highway, Arterial
(or Arterial Highway)

means an arterial highway designated in the Official Community Plan;

Highway, Collector
(or Collector Highway)

means a collector highway designated in the Official Community Plan;

Highway, Controlled
Access
(or Controlled Access
Highway)

means a highway under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure;

Highway, Local
(or Local Highway)

means a local highway designated in the Official Community Plan;

Home-Based Business

means a home occupation, business or professional practice ancillary
to the residential use of the parcel on which the home-based business
is occurring, and must be owned and operated by the resident of the
parcel;

Hospital

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a hospital, as defined
in the Hospital Act;
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Hotel

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the temporary
accommodation of transient lodgers in sleeping units, and may
include ancillary facilities such as a restaurant, meeting rooms,
convention facilities, gift shop or indoor recreation;

I
Industry, Heavy
(or Heavy Industry)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the processing,
manufacturing, fabricating, assembling, storing, transporting or
distributing of semi-finished or finished goods, products and
materials from raw materials, wrecking and salvaging of goods and
materials and includes, but not limited to: manufacturing of wood
products, cement, asphalt, concrete products, manufacture of
prefabricated homes, construction of boats and marine products,
trucking and shipping facilities, log booming and sorting, and may
involve outdoor storage of materials, products, industrial vehicles and
equipment;

Industry, Light
(or Light Industry)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for assembly,
distributing, fabricating, processing, repairing, servicing, storing,
testing, warehousing, wholesaling, testing or transporting of goods,
machines or materials, and the fabrication of materials and products
from previously manufactured materials, where the primary activity of
such a use is carried out in a building;

Institutional Use

means the use of land, buildings or structures for police, ambulance,
and fire stations; courts of law; legislative chambers and government
offices and archives;

K
Kitchen

means any room designed or used for the operation of a stove, grill,
oven, microwave oven, dishwashing equipment, or any other
appliance or equipment used for preparing food;

L
Landscaping

means the physical arrangement and maintenance of landscaping
materials on a parcel for the purpose of enhancing the functional and
aesthetic qualities of site development;
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Landscape Area

means an area of land that is strictly reserved for landscaping and is
landscaped in accordance with this Bylaw;

Lane

means a public way that is used for motor vehicle and non-vehicular
access to the rear of a parcel;

Large Animal

means a farm animal, livestock, exotic animal or the like;

Live-Aboard Vessel

means any vessel or watercraft anchored or moored and occupied for
residential purposes for a period exceeding 7 days;

Local Area Plan

means a Local Area Plan or neighbourhood plan of the Municipality of
North Cowichan.

M
Manufactured Home

means a dwelling unit built in an enclosed factory environment in one
or more sections, intended to be occupied in a place other than of its
manufacture, and includes mobile homes constructed to the CAN/CSA
Z240 standard, modular homes constructed to the CAN/CSA A277
standard, and park model trailers which are either completely selfcontained or are incomplete, and fastened together and completed
on site;

Manufactured Home
Park

means a site used or intended to be used for the purpose of
providing pads for the accommodation of 2 or more manufactured
homes;

Manufactured Home
Space

means an area of land situated in a manufactured home park and used
for the installation of one manufactured home with permissible
additions;

Marina

means the use of land, water, buildings or structures for the docking,
berthing or mooring of boats and may also include boat launching
facilities, sales and rentals of boats, personal watercraft and their
accessories, storage of boats, sales of marine petroleum products,
fishing supplies and accessory retail sales, boat repairs, boat-building,
and a marina office;

Marine Transportation means the commercial use of watercraft, including tug-boat services,
boat charters and water taxis;
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Medical Marijuana
Production Facility

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the production,
manufacturing, processing, testing, packaging, and shipping of
marijuana and marijuana products for medical purpose, which is
licensed by the Government of Canada;

Mixed Use
Commercial

means the use of land, buildings or structures where the principal use
is commercial, but which may include a residential component above
the first or second floor;

Mixed Use Residential

means the use of land, buildings or structures where the principal use
is residential, but which may include an element of small-scale
commercial or live/work units;

Mobile Food Service

means a vehicle, trailer or cart equipped with facilities for cooking or
selling food and beverages;

Mobile Home

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a factory built
dwelling unit that conforms to the Canadian Standards Association
(CSA) Z240-MH series standard;

Modular Home

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a factory built
dwelling unit that conforms to the Canadian Standards Association
CSA A277 series standard;

Moorage

means the moorage of watercraft or vessels either at a wharf or by a
mooring buoy but specifically excludes live-aboard vessels;

Mooring Buoy

means a small floating structure used for the purpose of watercraft
moorage, which is specifically manufactured for the intended use of
watercraft moorage and complies with the Private Buoys Regulation of
the Canada Shipping Act, as well as any Transport Canada and other
federal and provincial legislation and standards;

Motor Vehicle

means a self-propelled vehicle in, on or by which a person or thing
may be transported on a highway, but specifically excludes vehicles
designed to be used exclusively on stationary rails or tracks, vehicles
moved by human power, mobility scooters, or motor-assisted
bicycles;

N
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Natural Resource
Management

means the use of land for the management of forest ecosystems
(silviculture) in such a way that ecological integrity and ecological
services are maintained while still providing for sustainable human
cultural and economic needs, but excludes milling or wood products
processing;

Nature Centre

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the preservation and
conservation of nature, and includes wildlife rehabilitation and public
education;

O
Occupancy

means the use or intended use of a building or part thereof for
sheltering or supporting persons, animals, or property;

Office

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a place of business
where the principal functions include professional services, intellectual
activities, skill usage, other than assembly, manufacturing, repairing or
servicing of goods, and specifically includes health service, social
service, financial institution and veterinary clinic;

Official Community
Plan

means the Official Community Plan of the Municipality of North
Cowichan;

Off-Street Loading

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the loading and
unloading needs of the principal use of the same parcel;

Off-Street Parking

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the parking needs of
the principal use of a parcel, with the area for such use including
parking spaces and internal driveways in parking areas, but does not
include access driveways;

P
Parcel

means any parcel, lot, block or other area in which land is held or into
which it is subdivided under the Land Title Act or the Strata Property
Act and includes a water parcel, but does not include a phased
subdivision boundary;

Parcel, Corner
(or Corner Parcel)

means a parcel with a front parcel line and an exterior side parcel line;
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Parcel, Panhandle
(or Panhandle Parcel)

means a parcel, the majority of which is physically separated from the
nearest highway by another parcel, and that is physically connected to
a highway by a narrow strip of land forming part of the panhandle
parcel;

Parcel, Through
(or Through Parcel)

means a parcel abutting 2 parallel or approximately parallel highways,
or a corner parcel abutting 3 highways which form 2 corners;

Parcel Coverage

means the footprint of every building or structure on the parcel,
expressed as a percentage of the parcel area, including carports, open
decks, entry porticoes, and enclosed walkways, but excludes the
following:
(a) eaves, exterior finishes, gutters and cornices;
(b) steps, landings and wheelchair ramps:
(c) chimneys;
(d) bay windows and hutches;
(e) air conditioners and heat pumps;
(f) awnings, trellises and unenclosed patio canopies;
(g) underground parking structures;
(h) uncovered in-ground swimming pools;
(i) Front porches;

Parcel Depth

means the shortest distance between the centre of the front parcel
line and the rear parcel line or, in the case of a pie shaped parcel or an
irregular parcel with more than 4 parcel lines, the shortest distance
between the front parcel line and the point at which the side parcel
lines intersect, or in the case of a through parcel, the parcel line joining
the distance between the 2 front parcel lines;

Parcel Frontage

means the portion of a parcel line which directly abuts a highway,
excluding a path, walkway, trail or lane;

Parcel Line

means a line which marks the boundary of a parcel;

Parcel Line, Exterior
Side
(or Exterior Side Parcel
Line)

means the parcel line marking the boundary between a parcel line and
highway, excluding a lane, and which has one or both ends
intersecting with the front parcel line;

Parcel Line, Interior
Side
(or Interior Side Parcel
Line)

means any parcel line other than the front parcel line, rear parcel line,
and exterior side parcel line;
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Parcel Line, Front
(or Front Parcel Line)

means the parcel line abutting the highway, and
(a) in the case of a corner parcel, either parcel line which abuts the
highway may be considered the front parcel line, except that the
rear parcel line must be opposite to the front parcel line;
(b) in the case of a corner parcel, only one front parcel line need be
provided, in which case the other parcel line abutting a highway
becomes an exterior side parcel line: and
(c) in the case of a through parcel, the parcel lines abutting the

highway are considered front parcel lines;
Parcel Line, Rear
(or Rear Parcel Line)

means the parcel line most opposite to and most distant from the
front parcel line, or where the rear portion of the parcel is bounded by
intersecting side parcel lines, the rear parcel line is the point of
intersection of the side parcel lines;

Park, Conservation
(or Conservation Park)

means the use of land, water, buildings or structures for
archaeological, historical, educational or ecological purposes, and
which may also include ancillary buildings, structures and
infrastructure, including interpretative and directional signage, seating
areas, viewing platforms and information kiosks;

Park, Recreation
(or Recreation Park)

means the use of land, water, buildings or structures for recreational,
archaeological, historical, educational or ecological purposes, and
which may also include ancillary buildings, structures and
infrastructure, including community water access, cultural facilities,
offices, interpretative and directional signage, seating areas, viewing
platforms and information kiosks;

Parking Use

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the parking of motor
vehicles, including parking lots and parkades;

Park Model Trailer

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a recreational unit
that conforms to the CAN/CSA Z-241 series of standards for park
model trailers at the time of manufacture, with a width greater than
2.6 m in transit mode and a maximum gross floor area of 50 m2 when
in the setup mode;

Party Wall

means the wall of a building, jointly used under easement agreement
or by right in law, and erected at or upon a parcel line separating two
parcels;
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Permitted Use

means the principal, permissible purpose for which land, water,
buildings or structures may be used and, for the purpose of this Bylaw,
all uses not listed as permitted uses are deemed to be prohibited in
that zone;

Personal Care

means the use of land, buildings or structures for assistance with the
performance of the personal functions and activities necessary for
daily living that a person is unable to perform efficiently for him or
herself due to age, infirmity, physical or mental disability or other
disability;

Pet Boarding

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the temporary
lodging of dogs or cats for another person for financial gain;

Present Natural
Boundary

means the visible high water mark of a watercourse or waterbody
where the presence and action of the water are so common and
usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark on the
soil of the bed of the watercourse or waterbody a character distinct
from that of its banks, in vegetation, as well as in the nature of the soil
itself, and includes the active flood plain;

Principal Building

means a building used or intended to be used to accommodate the
principal use;

Principal Use

means the primary purpose for which land, buildings or structures are
ordinarily used;

Public Market

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a market which
predominantly sells food, beverages, arts and crafts from a selection
of vendors;

Q
Qualified
Environmental
Professional

has the same meaning as in the Fish Protection Act;

R
Recreation, Indoor
(or Indoor Recreation)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for gymnasiums, indoor
racquet courts, curling rinks, skating rinks, swimming pools, dance
studios, aerobic studios or weight rooms, billiard halls, bowling alleys
and may include accessory restaurants, office or light retail;
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Recreation, Outdoor
(or Outdoor Recreation)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for outdoor fitness
facilities, running tracks, ball courts, racquet courts, and canoe, kayak
and rowing clubhouses, and includes accessory restaurants, offices
and light retail;

Recreational Vehicle

means the use of land, buildings or structures for any camper, travel
trailer, fifth wheel or motor home with a maximum width of 2.6 m in
transit mode which can be used to provide sleeping accommodation
and which is capable of being licensed for highway use pursuant to
the Motor Vehicle Act;

Recycling Depot

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a collection facility
and distribution point for materials to be recycled and stored in a
building, including assembling or packaging for shipping but
excluding processing;

Recycling Plant

means the use of land, buildings or structures for processing recyclable
materials;

Religious Institution

means the use of land, buildings or structures for religious worship or
related educational, social, recreational or charitable activities,
including a columbarium;

Repair Service,
Autobody
(or Autobody Repair
Service)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the structural repair
of vehicles, including painting or metal plating, but specifically
excludes the wrecking or storage of derelict motor vehicles;

Repair Service,
Automotive
(or Automotive Repair
Service)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the repair of motor
vehicles or watercraft;

Repair Service, Light
(or Light Repair Service)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the repair of
household items or other small motors or electrical devices;

Research Facility

means the use of land, buildings or structures for laboratories,
scientific experiments, research, teaching, or testing of products or
materials and may include an ancillary office.

Residential Use

means the occupancy or use of a building, or part thereof, as a
dwelling unit or sleeping unit;

SCHEDULES
Municipality of North Cowichan Zoning Bylaw – June 2016 (ADMIN DRAFT)

Page 119

128

SCHEDULE 1
Definitions
Restaurant

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the mixing,
combining, cooking or otherwise preparing and serving food or
drinks, including restaurants, cafes, pubs, brew pubs, but specifically
excludes drive throughs;

Retail, Light

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the sale or rental of
goods or wares, the provision of individualized personal services to a
customer, laundromats and artisan studios, but specifically excludes
heavy retail;

Retail, Heavy

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the sale or rental of
heavy equipment, motor vehicles, watercraft, building supplies, garden
supplies, manufactured homes, and wholesale;

Retaining Wall

means a structure intended to hold back, stabilize or support an
earthen bank, regardless of the quantity of material being retained;

S
Sanitary Pump Station

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a system of piping
designed to accept waste from sanitary holding tanks;

School, Academic
(or Academic School)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for an institution with no
residential component or temporary accommodation, providing a
curriculum for academic instruction;

School, Commercial
(or Commercial School)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for commercial training
or instruction in any field;

Secondary Suite,
Attached
(or Attached Secondary
Suite)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a secondary dwelling
unit located in a building of residential occupancy containing only one
other dwelling unit, and located in a building which is a single real
estate entity;

Secondary Suite,
Detached
(or Detached Secondary
Suite)

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a secondary dwelling
unit located in an accessory building;

Setback

means the distance between a building or structure and a parcel line;
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Shipping Container

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a container with an
assigned gross vehicle weight and designed for transportation of
cargo by ship, rail, or truck;

Small Wind Energy
System

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a wind energy
conversion system consisting of a wind turbine, associated structures
and mechanical devices with a nameplate rated capacity of not more
than five Kilowatt hours;

Sleeping Unit

means one or more habitable rooms used for sleeping and living
purposes but in which there is no kitchen or cooking facilities;

Social Service

means the use of land, buildings or structures for administrative
purposes to provide information, referrals, counselling and advocacy
services, and may also dispense aid in the nature of food or clothing
and provide drop-in or activity space;

Solar Collector

means a piece of equipment designed to absorb solar radiation as a
source of energy for generating electricity (solar photovoltaic) or
heating (solar thermal system);

Special Event

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a one-time,
occasional or seasonal event for a community use;

Sport Range

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a shooting range or
archery range;

Storage Yard

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the storage of
equipment, goods and products, vehicles, machinery and materials,
either inside or outside of a building, but does not include a wrecking
yard;

Storey

means that portion of a building which is situated between the top of
any floor and the top of the floor next above it, and if there is no floor
above it, that portion between the top of such floor and the ceiling
above it;

Structure

means anything constructed, placed, or erected on land, including
retaining walls greater than 1.2 m in height;

Subdivision

means the division of land into 2 or more parcels, whether by plan,
descriptive words or otherwise;
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Swimming Pool

means the use of land, buildings or structures for aquatic recreation
and is capable of supporting a water depth of at least 0.6 m;

T
Top of Ravine Bank

means the first significant break in a ravine slope where the break
occurs such that the grade beyond the break is flatter than 3:1 for a
minimum distance of 15 m measured perpendicularly from the break,
and the break does not include a bench in the ravine that could be
developed;

Treatment Centre

means the use of land, buildings or structures to treat persons with
substance abuse issues, and may include needle exchange facilities,
safe injection sites, Methadone clinics, harm reduction centres;

Transportation
Service

means the use of land, buildings or structures for a taxi service or tow
truck operation;

Transportation
Terminal

means the use of land, buildings or structures for bus stations, railway
stations, airports, ferry terminals, and the storage and maintenance of
transportation equipment and includes user fee parking and ticket
purchase;

U
Use

means the purpose or function for which land, buildings or structures
are used or intended to be used or occupied;

Utility

means the use of land, buildings or structures for utilities that facilitate
the production, transmission, delivery or furnishing of water, gas,
electricity or communication to the public, or facilitate the collection
and disposal of sewage, refuse or other waste;

V
Veterinarian Clinic

means the use of land, buildings or structures for licensed
veterinarians and associated staff to provide medical, surgical and
general health care treatment of animals, including indoor boarding
during the period of treatment;

W
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Warehouse

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the receiving,
storage and distribution of goods completely contained in a building,
but excludes retail sales;

Waterbody

means any body of water, whether usually containing water or not,
including any lake, pond, spring, wetland and the sea;

Watercourse

means any drainage course or source of water in a channel with
defined continuous banks, whether usually containing water or not,
including any ditch, stream, creek or river, as well as portions in a
conduit or culvert;

Watercraft

means any boat, hull, barge, houseboat, vessel or seaplane, whether
self-propelled or not, and includes pleasure and commercial craft;

Water Access
Structure

means the use of land, water, buildings or structures for piers,
wharves, ramps and floats which may be used for mooring watercraft;

Water Use Approval

means a specific permission, lease or other approval issued by the
Government of British Columbia for the private use of the foreshore
and water.

Y
Yacht Club

means the use of land, buildings or structures for the recreation use of
a bona fide club incorporated under the Society Act, as amended or
replaced, for the purpose of boating, sailing, or yachting, and in which
the affairs of the organization are actually conducted and carried on
by its members;

Yard, Front
(or Front Yard)

means the area between the front parcel line and the minimum front
parcel line setback for a principal building in a zone;

Yard, Rear
(or Rear Yard)

means the area between the rear parcel line and the minimum rear
parcel line setback for a principal building in a zone.;

Yard, Interior Side
(or Interior Side Yard)

means the area between the interior side parcel line and the minimum
interior side parcel line setback for a principal building in a zone;

Yard, Exterior Side
(or Exterior Side Yard)

means the area between the exterior side parcel line and the minimum
exterior side parcel line setback for a principal building in a zone;
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Z
Zone

means the areas into which the Municipality is divided in accordance
with this Bylaw, and attached schedules, and for which specific
regulations are outlined; and
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